
 
 

 

 

 
 

We Are Listening  

South Amherst Middle School 

and Firelands High School have 

served our community well, but 

the educational and financial 

challenges of maintaining a 107

-year-old and 63-year old build-

ing continue to grow. Antiquat-

ed boilers, roof repairs, ineffi-

cient windows and doors, leaky 

plumbing, dim lighting, failing 

electrical systems that cannot 

handle modern technology, lack 

of ADA compliance, and safety 

and security mechanisms are 

just some of the challenges that 

impact our students, teachers, 

and staff every day. We cannot 

ignore these issues-but we also 

cannot ignore our community. 
 

That's why after a series of 

failed attempts to address our 

facility issues, we're taking a 

step back. 

 

 

Over the next few months we 

will reach out to the community 

to help us determine our next 

steps. We will interview resi-

dents and leaders, field an 

online survey, host listening 

sessions, and conduct a tele-

phone survey to gain a better 

understanding of what is in the 

best interest of our students, 

community, and the educational 

excellence of our district.  
 

Throughout this process we will 

inform you of our progress, the 

condition of our aging facilities, 

and the results from these input 

opportunities. 
 

 We cannot sit back and do 

nothing as our buildings deteri-

orate around us and the cost to 

fix them rises each day. We 

hope you will support these  

efforts and provide your input 

as we explore how Firelands 

Local Schools will continue 

upholding its motto-  

 

      "Pursuing Excellence" 

 

Mike Von Gunten 

Superintendent 

FHS Class of 1995 
mvongunten@firelandsschools.org 
@FLSDSuper 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden Twp, Florence 

Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Twp. 
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The Friends of Firelands is a recently established 501c3 organization with a 

stated purpose to positively promote excellence within our community, 

school district and most importantly, our students.  Our first goal is to pro-

vide yard signs to all graduating seniors, create welcome packs to new stu-

dents to the district and all entering kindergarteners, and to recognize stu-

dents who exhibit Character, Commitment or Competence in our schools 

and communities.  Our primary fundraiser for this year will be hosting the 

2nd annual Celebrate Firelands Event , which will be held on March 4, 

2017 at Germanôs Villa.  Tickets are $25 and are available at any of our 

buildings.  If you are unable to attend the Celebrate Firelands Event, but 

would like to make a donation, they may be sent to:   Friends of Firelands, 

112 North Lake Street, South Amherst, OH 44001. 

LUNCH AND A SHOW FOR OUR SENIOR CITIZENS AND RETIRED 

STAFF MEMBERS! 

Please join us on March 28th at South Amherst Middle School for a special show-

ing of the musical ñPrincessWhatserName.ò The annual musical tradition will 

now feature a special showing for our local senior citizens and retired staff mem-

bers!  

Our special guests are invited to join us for lunch at 11:00 a.m. on March 

28th.  Following a light lunch, guests will be escorted into the small gym in time 

to watch our middle school students as they present ñPrincessWhatserName.ò 

Please RSVP to Jennifer at jbutchko@firelandsschools or 440-965-5821 ext 1015 

to reserve your seat for this free event.  
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March 4
th
  

2
nd
 Annual Celebrate Firelands Event 

at Germanôs Villa, 3330 Liberty Ave. Vermilion 

All proceeds will benefit the positive promotion 

of the Firelands Local School District 

2/18/2017 

 

 

 

 

The Firelands Local School District will be accepting open enrollment applica-

tions for the 2017 - 2018 school year beginning on Monday, March 6, 2017 

from 7:30 am - 2:30 pm at the Board of Education Office, 112 North Lake St., 

South Amherst.  

Parents from  ANY DISTRICT in Ohio are welcome to apply for their child/

children.  Space is limited and will be awarded on a first come, first served 

basis.   

                    Deadline to apply is August 1, 2017 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING WITH YOU:  

YOUR CHILDôS LAST REPORT CARD OR  TRANSCRIPT AND 

CURRENT IEP, WEP, OR 504 PLAN IF APPLICABLE .   

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

IF YOU CURRENTLY HAVE STUDENTS OPEN ENROLLED AND 

WILL BE ENROLLING A KINDERGARTENER FOR THE 2017-2018 

SCHOOL YEAR, YOU WILL NEED TO COMPLETE AN OPEN  

ENROLLMENT APPLICATION  FOR YOUR KINDERGARTNER AT 

THE BOARD OFFICE BEGINNING ON MARCH 6, 2017. 

PLEASE CALL 440-965-5821 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS. 

Raising The 21
st
 Century Child 

Save the Date! FLSD will host a FREE conference 

on Raising the 21st Century Child on March 23rd 

at South Amherst Middle School from 5:00-9:00 

p.m. Speakers will be joining us from all over Lo-

rain County to talk about the everyday dangers that 

face our youth and what we can do to support our 

children. Guests will be encouraged to choose be-

tween multiple ongoing sessions that will run 

throughout the evening. Dinner will be provided. 

This well rounded conference is open to all Fire-

lands residents and members of our surrounding 

communities. Some of the topics that our guest 

speakers will cover include: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the speakers, we will have multiple 

stations that offer positive options for students to 

become involved with their communities. Some of 

these include: 

Boy Scouts 

Girl Scouts 

4H 

Catholic Charities 
 

Save the date and join us on March 23rd! 

Student Anxiety & Stress  

Human Trafficking 

College Now and CCP  

Internet Crimes Against Our Youth  

Struggling Families  

Healthy Relationships & Teen Dating 

Drug and Alcohol Abuse 

Bullying 

Transitioning from FES to SAMS to FHS 

SOS Program (teen suicide) 

College Alternatives 

Raising Resilient Children  
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Share your news with the Fire-

lands Community! Weôd love to 

know about academic stand-

ings, military updates, marriag-

es, births, etc!  

                       

Please email your news to: 

jbutchko@firelandsschools.org 

and we will include it in our 

new Alumni section on our web-

site and our school blog! 

  

 

The Board has a duty to protect and pro-

mote the health and well-being of all stu-

dents and staff. To that end, The Board of 

Education passed a resolution prohibiting 

the use of all forms of tobacco, including 

electronic cigarettes, from being used at any 

time on school grounds, athletics facilities, 

or parking lot. 

 

There will be a public hear-

ing on February 27th, 2017 

at 7:00 P.M. at South Am-

herst Village Town Hall to 

discuss the budget for 

2017.  All interested parties 

are invited to attend.  

By order of the Village 

Council - Jeanne Maschari 

Fiscal Officer 

Online payments can be made on 

your childôs meals account at 

www.payforit.net. It can take up to 

24 hours before it posts to the ac-

count.  You will need your childôs 

student I.D and a credit card to set 

up an account.  You can use this 

site for meal reports only or to 

check your childôs balance, with no 

additional fee attached.  This is a 

great feature as you can have an 

email or text sent to your phone to 

help keep track of purchases and 

balances. 

 

PayForIt mobile app is also availa-

ble for IOS (Apple) and Android. 

The PayForIt Mobile App provides 

the ability to make payments to 

replenish meal accounts and view 

purchase history. The PayForIt mo-

bile app is a free download. You 

must set up a new account first, on 

a desktop computer.  

 

Contact: Judy Baumann, Food 

Service Director with any ques-

tions 440-965-5821. 

Fifth Annual 

Day With a Prince and  

Princess Pancake Breakfast 

 

Come dressed as your favorite prince or princess 

for an All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast 

Saturday March 25, 2017 

9:00 am- 11:00 am 

at South Amherst Middle School. 

Breakfast cost is your generous donation at the door. 

Enjoy face-painting, crown-making, and a nail polish station. 

Create an autograph book to have all the Princes and Princesses sign. 

 
 

Please RSVP via email to firelandschoir@gmail.com  or mail this bot-

tom form by March 22nd to: 

Natalie Saylor                               Number of Adults Attending:    _____ 

11484 Baumhart Rd                    Number of Children Attending: _____ 

Amherst OH  44001                                       

 

Donations appreciated at the door that day. 

Enjoy singing and dancing by our Select Choir seniors  

dressed in costume. 

Mowry Photography will be available for special photos with your prince 

mailto:jbutchko@firelandsschools.org
http://www.payforit.net
mailto:firelandschoir@gmail.com
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Thank you to the following local businesses and  

community members for making our  2nd Annual 8th Grade 

Prize Calendar Fundraiser a HUGE success: 

  

Republic Services  

Totally Floored Flooring America 

Americut Coring & Sawing, Inc. 

SAMS PTG  

Oberlin Family Dental 

Slimanôs Sales & Service  

8th Grade Team of SAMS 

Farleyôs Roofing 

Gwen Lehman Scentsy Consultant 

Kneaded Touch Massage Therapy  

Janet Latto Thirty-One Consultant 

Pollyôs Classic Touch Monogramming & Silk Screening 

Ziggyôs Pub & Restaurant  

Stockyard Express 

Nicole Kayôs 

STAR Design Build Contractors 

Joeôs Sunoco, South Amherst 

Comfort Zone Salon & Spa 

The Nest Family Restaurant 

Blue Sky Restaurant 

The BREW Kettle 

East of Chicago, South Amherst 

Piggyôs Main Street Market 

Country Breeze/Smokinô Joeôs  

Millerôs Homemade Ice Cream 

Kiedrowskiôs Bakery 

Convenient Food Mart, Amherst  

Dairy Queen, Amherst  
 

GO FALCONS! 

 

 

 

 

  
Dylan Newman, Airman First Class,  

graduated from the Air Force last week.  

He will be attending tech school in Shep-

pard, Texas for crew chief maintenance 

for c-135 cargo planes. After he com-

pletes his  training he will be heading to 

Alaska or the Ukraine. 

Dylan hopes to become a Chief Master    

Sergeant. 
 

 

 

 

Spc Jeffrey Habeck, 11c   indirect fire 

infantryman. HHC 1-148 IN, has been 

deployed overseas. His expected re-

turn date is December 2017.  Jeff is    

pictured with his Grandfather, Glen 

Turner. 
 

 

  

            

 

           Take a step back in time and browse through 

the collection of memories at the newly renovated Wakeman      

Elevator. FHS alumnus, Jeff Krieger  (class of 1968) opened the 

doors a little over a year ago and has had a great following ever 

since.  Multiple spirits and great food are available. Entertainment 

is often available too! Visit them on Facebook or at 16 Hyde Street, 

Wakeman, OH. 

DYLAN NEWMAN 

JEFF HABECK 

Wakeman Elevator: 

JEFF KRIEGER (class of 1968) 
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