
 
 

 

 

 
 

Firelandsô Finances - March Update 

Last month, Governor Kasich released his proposed budget for the next 

two years and in that proposal Firelands stands to lose $363,522 in both 

2018 and 2019, totaling over $700,000. If this budget passes, our schools 

will be dealt a devastating blow and we will have to make significant 

changes to the way education is delivered. State funding makes up a full 

38% of our revenue. Slightly over half is from property taxes and 11% 

comes from other sources. 
 

 

 
 

As it stands, Firelands has 

the lowest school taxes of 

all fourteen districts in Lorain County- the only source of 

funding that we can control.  It has been 7 years since we 

have asked voters to support an operating increase and we 

have maintained educational quality by finding efficiencies 

and keeping costs low. Our per pupil expenditure is $1,500 

lower than the state average and $300 lower than the next 

lowest school district in Lorain County. 

 

The House of Representatives is currently working on their 

own budget proposal.  In order to stop these drastic cuts in 

State support, please contact our elected leaders and ask 

them to maintain our current level of funding. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

It is critical to our school district that community members have access to any financial and 

curriculum information they seek.  Please continue to reach out to us should you have any 

questions and we will do our best to keep you informed.  Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, our 

blog, the website and keep an eye out for the Firelands Express for up-to-date news about the 

district.  Likewise, if you hear rumors or information you would like to verify, call/email/

Facebook/Tweet us and we will respond as fast as we can.  

 
 

Mike Von Gunten 

Superintendent 

FHS Class of 1995 

mvongunten@firelandsschools.org 

@FLSDSuper 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden Twp, Florence 

Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Twp. 
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LUNCH AND A SHOW FOR OUR SENIOR    

CITIZENS AND RETIRED STAFF MEMBERS! 

Please join us on March 28th at South Amherst Middle 

School for a special showing of the musical 

ñPrincessWhatserName.ò The annual musical tradition 

will now feature a special showing for our local senior 

citizens and retired staff members!  

Our special guests are invited to join us for lunch at 

11:00 a.m. on March 28th.  Following a light lunch, 

guests will be escorted into the small gym in time to 

watch our middle school students as they present 

ñPrincessWhatserName.ò 

Please RSVP to Jennifer at jbutchko@firelandsschools 

or 440-965-5821 ext 1015 to reserve your seat for this 

free event.  
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While our facility issues have not gone away, as many of 

you know, we are taking a step back to assess what is in 

the best interest of our students, community, and the edu-

cational excellence of our district. Part of this assessment 

includes identifying all of our building options.  Our 

school buildings need replaced and our high school and 

middle school have the most critical, urgent needs. We 

want to emphasize, however, that while the Board may 

be considering various building options to deal with 

our aging facilities, no decisions have been 

made.  Providing a safe and high quality environment that 

is conducive to learning is paramount to our efforts. 

Please continue to reach out to us should you have any 

questions and we will do our best to keep you informed.  
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The Firelands Local School District is now accepting open enrollment 

applications for the 2017 - 2018 school year from 7:30 am - 2:30 pm 

at the Board of Education Office, 112 North Lake St., South Amherst.  

Parents from  ANY DISTRICT in Ohio are welcome to apply for their 

child/children.  Space is limited and will be awarded on a first 

come, first served basis.   

 

                    Deadline to apply is August 1, 2017 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING WITH YOU:  

YOUR CHILDôS LAST REPORT CARD OR        

TRANSCRIPT (ONLY APPLICABLE FOR  

GRADES 9 - 12) 

AND CURRENT IEP, WEP, OR 504 PLAN  

IF APPLICABLE .   
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

IF YOU CURRENTLY HAVE STUDENTS OPEN ENROLLED 

AND WILL BE ENROLLING A KINDERGARTENER FOR 

THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR, YOU WILL NEED TO     

COMPLETE AN OPEN  ENROLLMENT APPLICATION  FOR 

YOUR KINDERGARTNER AT THE BOARD OFFICE             

BEGINNING ON MARCH 6, 2017. 

PLEASE CALL 440-965-5821  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our communication tools include the following: 

1) All Call Alert System: If your telephone number or custodial infor-

mation has changed, please contact your building secretary to notify 

her of the change(s).  If you have made a change to your phone 

number, our data base must be updated in order for parent calls to 

be initiated. Please see the information below to contact the appropri-

ate building to make phone number (or custody) updates: 

¶ Firelands Elementary School: (440) 965-5381 

¶ South Amherst Middle School: (440) 986-7021 

¶ Firelands High School: (440) 965-4255  

 
 

2) Twitter Accounts: Follow these Twitter accounts for up-to-the-

minute information! 

¶ @FLSDSuper (Superintendent Mike Von Gunten) 

¶ @Falcon_update (Public Relations, Jennifer Butchko) 

¶ @Firelandstrans (Transportation Coordinator Milt Sayler) 
¶ @FHSFlcnPrin, @FES__Choe, @SAMSPrincipal 

 
3) Facebook: We have created The Official Facebook page for Fire-

lands! Like us at The Firelands Falcons  

Visit us at https://www.facebook.com/TheFirelandsFalcons.https://

www.facebook.com/TheFirelandsFalcons to stay connected. 

4) Text Alert System: 
Parents have the option of utilizing our text alert system as well. In or-

der to enroll in this program, simply go to our home page at Fire-

landsFalcons.org and click on the social media tab. Follow the newslet-

ter icon and create an account. You will receive text messages regard-

ing school cancellations, delays or special circumstances once   

5) Web Page Notifications: 

Alerts will be posted on our web pages in the event that our school day 

will be altered.  

Information will also be shared to traditional news sources. If you have 

any questions or need assistance in setting up account please contact 

Jennifer at (440) 965-5821 ext 1015! 

In the event that a change occurs to a normal school 

day, information can be obtained from multiple sources. The 

District uses an all-call system, multiple Twitter accounts, Face-

book, text alerts, and web page banners to share important infor-

mation. We recommend that parents/guardians choose at least 

two methods to receive information from the Firelands Local 
Schools. 

enrolled.  

https://www.facebook.com/TheFirelandsFalcons.
https://www.facebook.com/TheFirelandsFalcons.
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Share your news with the    

Firelands Community! Weôd 

love to know about academic 

standings, military updates, 

marriages, births, etc!  

                       

Please email your news to: 

jbutchko@firelandsschools.org 

and we will include it in our 

new Alumni section on our  

website and our school blog! 

  

 

The Board has a duty to protect and pro-

mote the health and well-being of all stu-

dents and staff. To that end, The Board of 

Education passed a resolution prohibiting 

the use of all forms of tobacco, including 

electronic cigarettes, from being used at any 

time on school grounds, athletics facilities, 

or parking lot. 

2017-18 Kindergarten Registrations Packet will be 

available at Firelands Elementary School and on our 

website beginning on Monday, April 3, 2017! 
  
 

The registration process will begin on April 10, 2017 at FES in the main office from  

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. All Kindergarten registration will be done at Firelands Elementary 

School until June  16, 2017. 
  

After June  16th, please register all Kindergarten students at the Board of Education in 

South Amherst. Please contact Ms. Jackie Swiers at (440) 965-5821 ext. 1024 or by email at: 

jswiers@firelandsschools.org., to set up an appointment to register your kindergarten      

student. 
 

For all other grade levels, parents can begin registering their students for the 2017 - 2018 

school year on Monday April 10th, from 7:30 a.m. ï 3:30 p.m. at the Board Office. 
 
 

On Tuesday April 11th registration will be from 12:00 p.m.ï 8:00 p.m. at the Board Office. 
 
 
 

Registrations after April 11th will be by appointment and only on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 2017-18 

It is not too soon to be thinking ahead to next school year.  If your child will be entering school for the first 

time, or after attending school elsewhere, please be sure to check that he/she is in compliance with State of 

Ohio immunization requirements before the school year begins. 

Kindergarten ï once your child has reached age 4, s/he can complete all required immunizations for diph-

theria, pertussis, tetanus (DPT), polio (IPV), hepatitis B (HBV), measles mumps, rubella (MMR), and vari-

cella (chickenpox).  If possible, have them done and bring a copy of the record to Kindergarten registration 

April 10-13, 2017. 

Grades 1-6 ï same requirements as for Kindergarten 

Grades 7-8 ï Grades K-6 requirements plus Tdap (DPT booster) and MCV (meningococcal vaccine) 

Grades 9-11 ï Grades K-6 requirements plus Tdap (received in 7th grade or later) 

Grade 12 ï Grades 9-11 requirements plus MCV (must be received at age 16 or older) 

Remember to bring your childôs immunization records with you when you go to your healthcare provider or 

clinic.  Please send a copy of the immunization record to the school nurse in your childôs building, being 

sure your childôs name is on it.  Donôt forget to keep a copy for yourself! 

The Lorain County General Health District (LCGHD) is now offering immunizations by appointment.  

Call 440-284-3206 to make an immunization appointment for children and adults. Bring all immunization 

records, insurance cards, and cash or check; although some children may be eligible for discounts under the 

Vaccines for Children (VFC) program. All children under age 18 must be accompanied by a parent or 

guardian.  

Note: Ask your provider about additional vaccines that are recommended for 

children ages 11-19 such as 2nd dose of varicella (chickenpox), hepatitis A 

and human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines. 

mailto:jbutchko@firelandsschools.org
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Kayla Fowler 

Congratulations to   

graduate Kayla Fowler, 

BSN, RN (Class of 

2013). Kayla graduated 

from Ashland University 

and has accepted a       

full-time RN position at 

Mount Carmel West in 

Columbus. 

  

Congratulations to Becca 

Pettry, FHS Class of 

2011! She is now official-

ly Rebecca Pettry, RN! 

Becca graduated from 

Lorain County Commu-

nity College and has ac-

cepted a position with 

Mercy Regional         

Medical Center. 

 Officer Jeb Larson  

Officer Jeb Larson      

recently accepted a     

position as a police     

officer for Wellington, 

Ohio.  Jeb is a 2014 

graduate  of Firelands 

High School. Pictured is 

Jeb being sworn in by 

Mayor Hans Schneider. 

 Becca Wheaton 

Congratulations to    

Samantha Golden (FHS 

Class of 2009) and    

Corey Baumann (FHS 

Class of 2012) on their 

recent engagement!  

Samantha is a current 

Pharmacy student at the 

University of Toledo 

and Corey is the         

co-owner of Firelands 

Farms. 

The couple is planning 

a summer 2018      

wedding. 
 Corey & Samantha 

Congratulations to 

alumnus (FHS 

class of 2011) 

Todd Krieg!  

He and his fiance,    

Amanda Diesen, 

are expecting a  

baby boy!  

Todd & Amanda 
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Youôve heard of robotics. Youôve heard of coding. But have you heard of 

SPHERO? If the word Sphero is new to you, just talk to a student from 

Mrs. Dempseyôs 4th or 5th grade math classes at Firelands Elementary.  

These young mathematicians are on the verge of becoming Sphero experts. 

 

Sphero robots were introduced to students in January 

by the gifted education department at the Education-

al Service Center (ESC). The ESC recently hosted a 

competition at LCCC called STEAM-24, formerly 

known as Math Mania. The competition got its name 

because the Sphero robots inspire learning that inte-

grates computer science (S), technology (T), engi-

neering (E), art (A), and math (M).    

 

 

To prepare for the competi-

tion, teams of students learned 

to code Sphero using block 

style coding in an app called 

Lightning Lab.  Using an 

iPad, students worked collab-

oratively, making decisions 

about speed, distance, and 

angles.  The challenge was to 

code Sphero to maneuver 

through a complicated obsta-

cle course within one minute, 

gathering as many points as 

possible.  Patience was exercised as students persevered through much trial and error.    

 

At the STEAM-24 competition, each team had one chance to tap the start button within their 

program, and hope that Sphero followed the code as it had in their many test runs.  Tension 

was high among teams from all 8 participating school districts on the day of the competition.  

The hard work paid off, though, as the 4th grade team from Firelands Elementary was called to 

the front of the crowded room to accept the district level 1st Place Trophy.    

Congratulations to all the Sphero teams on working together  

to accomplish a challenging goal!   

 


