
 
 

 

 
 School Facilities: 

In the last few weeks the Board of Education has met several times to    

review possible solutions to our district facility concerns.  While no     

formal action has been taken to place a bond issue on the ballot, the Board 

has been reviewing plans, including one that would build a 9-12 high 

school and move the middle school students to the current high school 

after construction of the new building.  As a reminder, this is the plan our      

building advisory committee recommended to the Board of Education for            

consideration.  
 

Firelands is a Purple Star District: 
It has been our goal to provide additional support to our military families who are currently serving 

our Country. Military families face unique needs and I am proud to announce that each of our 

schools has achieved Purple Star Status.  In addition, Firelands is now recognized as a Purple Star 

District-one of only two districts recognized with this distinction in the State of Ohio! 
 

The Ohio Department of Education, in conjunction with Higher Education, Veterans Services and 

the Adjutant General, award this designation to individual school buildings that meet specific   

qualifications. As a district, Firelands: 

¶ Established specialized contact personal at each building 

¶ Created a dedicated web page featuring resources for military families 

¶ Provided opportunities for professional development for staff 

¶ Passed a resolution stating our support for military families 

¶ Hosted various military friendly events at each building level 
 

Firelands Local School District and Head Start Create Partnership: 
Head Start, a federally funded program that reaches out to the youngest children, will now be    

offered at Firelands Elementary School. Head Start provides early childhood education, health, 

nutrition, and parent involvement support, at no cost, to those at the highest risk. This is a yearlong 

program that follows the school day calendar. 
 

A Head Start classroom will be available (to 20 students) at Firelands Elementary School          

beginning in the 2018-2019 school year. Questions regarding enrollment should be directed to 

Stefanie Drew at (440) 204-3162. 
 
 

Kindergarten Registration Continues: 
All incoming in-district kindergarten families can now register for the 2018-2019 school year us-

ing our new online system, Firelands OneView at https://firelands.esvportal.com.  You can com-

plete the entire registration process at home by using the link above or you may schedule an ap-

pointment by calling the Board Office at (440) 965-5821.  Your help in enrolling your student now 

for this fall is appreciated. 
 

GO FALCONS! 

Mike Von Gunten 

Superintendent 

FHS Class of 1995 

@FLSDSuper 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden Twp, Florence 

Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Twp. 
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The Firelands Local School District will be accepting open enrollment 

applications for the 2018 - 2019 school year beginning on Monday, 

April 9, 2018.  The doors will open at 7:00 am  at the Board of            

Education Office, 112 North Lake St., South Amherst, for parents to 

complete the Open Enrollment application.  Firelands Open            

Enrollment is tuition free, however parents are responsible for their 

childôs school fees. 

Parents from  ANY DISTRICT in Ohio are welcome to apply for their 

child/children.  SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL BE       

AWARDED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.   

If a grade level closes, we still encourage parents to complete the  

open enrollment application, and those children are placed on a 

ñwaiting listò, until those seats are made available. 

 

Deadline to apply is August 1, 2018  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING WITH YOU: 

YOUR CHILDôS LAST REPORT CARD OR          

TRANSCRIPT(ONLY APPLIES FOR GRADES 9 - 12) 

 

CURRENT IEP, WEP, OR 504 PLAN IF APPLICABLE   
  

 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL 440-965-5821                 

 

OR EMAIL LSEMAN@FIRELANDSSCHOOLS.ORG 

https://firelands.esvportal.com
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Firelands Artists Unstoppable in 2018 Cleveland Clinic eXpressions Exhibition 

The FHS Art Department continues its legacy with       

inclusion in the esteemed Cleveland Clinic eXpressions 

competition again this year. Three juniors have earned a 

place in the exhibition. Timothy Street takes an 

ñhonorable mentionò for his wood sculpture of trees titled 

Severing Life illustrating whole leg and trans metatarsal 

amputation.  Devon McGinnis takes a ñred ribbonò for his 

mixed media sculpture about the viability of crygenicically 

preserved tissue titled Calidtas Melody. Isabel Solowiej 

earned a blue ribbon for her mixed media work Mutated 

Jeans  illustrating the risk of coronary artery disease a  

single nucleotide displacement causes in African-

Americans. They join a legacy of 14 Firelands artists who 

have been honored in this exhibition since 2008. In a field 

of 31 winning high schools, dominated by AAA schools, theirs is the only winning work from Lorain 

County. Of the nearly 1,700 works entered, less than 4% are accepted for exhibition. Of the 76 works 

selected, only 17 earned blue ribbons. Thatôs 1% of all entries.  

 

The Cleveland Clinic Office of Civic Education hosts the annual eXpressions: An Intersection of Art and 

Science. Art students from high schools from around the country interpreted research conducted by 

Cleveland Clinic high school summer interns.  The process includes research and writing to gain       

understanding of the topic.  All 38 Art 2, Art 3, Art 4 and Advanced Art students selected their own 

studies to illustrate from a list of 74 summer projects. The art students read for understanding, orally 

presented, conceptually illustrated and composed brief artist statements for their entries.  

 

A panel of art educators, medical researchers, medical illustrators, photographers, media and public 

health professionals evaluate each submission on interpretation, creativity, presentation, and initiative. 

The judges awarded four levels of recognition. Blue Ribbon winners receive $100. Red Ribbon winners 

receive $75; White Ribbon winners, $50; and Honorable Mention winners, $25. The Firelands Art      

Department will also receive a $100 educational grant for producing a winning entry in art.  

 

The participating art classes hosted a reception on Dec. 6 in the FHS library to celebrate the completion 

of the project and share their works with family and friends while they awaited the results. This was the 

first opportunity the students could see what the other classes made in this comprehensive display.     

Students voted for ñbest in classò projects and the reception guests selected ñPeopleôs Choiceò honors. 

Voted Best in Class in Art 2 is Mia Kuncel. Voted Best in Class for Art 3 is Emily Pluta. Voted Best in 

Class in Art 4 is Isabel Solowiej. The 1st place Peopleôs Choice award went to Savanah Murray.  

Exhibition and Catalog 

All of the award-winning submissions are featured in a full-color eXpressions catalog of the exhibition, 

which will open with a reception and dedication on Thur. Feb. 15 at the Global Center for Health        

Innovation in Cleveland.  The exhibition continues through mid-March. The exhibit is open to the public 

during regular business hours, Monday through Friday, 8:30am ï 5pm.   

 

For more information about the eXpressions program and to view the virtual gallery of past 

exhibits, visit:  

http://civiceducation.clevelandclinic.org/School-Based-Programs/Our-Programs/

eXpressions.aspx  

Blue Ribbon Isabel Solowiej,  

Red Ribbon Devon McGinnis,  

Honorable Mention Tim Street 

Tribe Scholars From SAMS 

Sixth Grade Teachers, Mrs Budweg, Miss Bowman, Mr. Grude, Mrs. 

Liljegren, Mrs. Muth, Mrs. Neal, Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Rosso, teamed up with 

our hometown Cleveland Indians to recognize some of our very own All-

stars.  The following students met and/or exceeded the requirements set forth 

by the Cleveland MLB organization in the area of Math, Reading and Attend-

ance. These students achieved the required criteria for the grading period  

spanning from late October through early January.  Students who met the  

criteria for academics received a Cleveland Indians Pen, while those students 

who met the requirements for academics AND attendance received a Cleve-

land Indians Pen, a notebook, a baseball card and a magnet. All students who 

met these criteria received a signed 

certificate from the official Cleve-

land Indians organization.  

 

In addition to this list of outstand-

ing scholars Joshua Kovach    

received the designated Tribe 

Scholar Role Model award.  This 

is a prestigious award that is given 

to a middle school student who 

displays character traits that are              

recognized by their peers as well as 

the teaching staff.   

 
 

Congratulations to all of SAMSôs Tribe Scholars from the first semester: 
Colin Adkins, Logan Bass, Jocelyn Bednar, Angela Beno, Nathan Bodak, 

Olivia Bonomlo, Machaela Clark, Jack Copley, Amanda DeWitt, Nathan  

Draga, Nathaniel Duke, Tyler Ebert, Reagan Evans, Olivia Flanagan, Ava 

Fontaine, Jada Fortier, William Frederick, Logan Galagan, Amy Gerber,   

Nikolas Gotsis, Xavier Harper, Roberta Harrison, Brielle Hayslett, Chloe  

Hilton, Alexander Kalassay, Trace Karolak, Marley Klekota, Joshua Kovach, 

Wes Krafcik, Kalley Leimbach, Lucas Lowe, John Matthewson, Benjamin 

Medina, Grace Mills, Dyllon Partin, Lauren Phillips, Christopher Radman, 

Rileigh Roule, Zoie Scheuer, Hannah Sigsworth, Ginevra Smith, Katrina 

Steindl, Allison Stewart, Mia Sutorius, KaraLynn Sweinhagen, Grace Tansey, 

AllisonTuggle, Logan Urban, Cole VonGunten, Jorja Weber, Madilyn Weller, 

Michael Widener. 

Students who met the criteria for academics 

Students who met the requirements for academics and attendance  

Parents Becky & Steve Kovach and 

brother Jacob. 

http://civiceducation.clevelandclinic.org/School-Based-Programs/Our-Programs/eXpressions.aspx
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