
 
 

 
   
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

about the Firelands Local School 

Issue on the November Ballot 
 

What is on the ballot this November for Firelands Local 

Schools? 

In July, the Firelands Board of Education voted unanimously to 

place a 4.28 mill bond issue on the ballot to build a new high 

school and repurpose the current high school as the middle 

school. At 108 years old, South Amherst Middle School is no longer effectively providing 

safe, secure, and productive spaces for teaching and learning. 

 

We can no longer sit back and ignore the urgent need to address our facilities. Our middle 

school is 108 years old and continually causes educational and financial challenges. While 

challenges in our other facilities are not far behind, we know we have to start by address-

ing our greatest needs first and thatôs why we have put forth this plan. 

 

This bond levy will be the first phase of a two-phase Master Plan to update all of our facil-

ities. Voters will vote on each phase of the plan, years apart, to ensure the District remains 

accountable and transparent with residents. 

 

What does the proposed bond issue call for? 

The bond issue calls for the construction of a new 9-12 high school. It will be built on 

district owned property and will be connected to the current high school located on Ver-

milion Road in Henrietta Township.  

 

Once completed our current high school will transition to a middle school, educating stu-

dents in grades 6-8 and will also serve as our Board of Education. South Amherst Middle 

School and the Board of Education annex located behind the middle school will close 

once the new building is completed. 

 

The new building will serve as the main entrance and administrative area for all students 

in grades 6-12 allowing us to enhance the safety and security of the existing high school. 

In addition, a central kitchen and cafeteria will be constructed to maximize resources and 

serve all middle and high school students. The building project does not include a new 

stadium, fieldhouse or auditorium. Rather its focus is on bringing our teaching and learn-

ing environments up-to-date and serving the needs of our students through enhancing 

classroom space for academics, arts, vocational agriculture, and physical education. 
 

Will a permanent improvement levy be included to help maintain the publicôs  

investment? 

Yes. Maintaining our schools is a top-priority and a requirement. School districts that 

participate in state-assisted school construction projects are required to provide the equiv-

alent of 0.5 mills for the purpose of maintaining the completed school facilities. The 0.5 

mill permanent improvement levy is included in the 4.28 mill issue approved by the Board 

of Education.  
 

What is the timeline for completion? 

With passage in November, site work will begin in late 2019 with construction continuing 

through early summer of 2021. The new high school will be open for the start of 2021-

2022 school year. 
 

 

 

 

How did Firelands Local Schools arrive at this plan? 

A 40-person group composed of community residents, teachers, staff, and parents recom-

mended the first phase of this plan to the Board of Education after a lengthy review    

process. The Building Advisory Committee (BAC), as it was called, was charged with 

reviewing extensive stakeholder feedback and data, and then recommending a plan. It 

assessed financial information, our school buildings conditions, and the stateôs recommen-

dation over five meetings in the Fall/Winter of 2017.  

 

Ultimately, this group brainstormed building plan options, and then voted overwhelmingly 

to recommend addressing the Districtôs greatest needs first ï building a new high school 

and moving students out of SAMS into the current high school.  
 

6.  What impact will the property tax reappraisal have on my property taxes? 

Itôs important to first note that the property tax reappraisal is a good sign for our districtôs 

economy and the value of our communities. But there is not an easy response to this ques-

tion as a property value increase of a certain percentage does not automatically translate to 

a corresponding increase in property taxes. 
 

The easiest response regarding the Firelands bond issue is that if it is approved by voters 

this November, property owners in the district will owe about an additional $12.48 a 

month per $100,000 of home value based on the current assessed value of their home. A 

property ownerôs assessed value or taxable valuation is 35% of the market value of their 

home. For example, a home valued at $100,000 would be assessed at $35,000 for tax   

purposes. Weôve done the math for you to come up with the monthly cost for a home val-

ued at $100,000, but visit your county auditorôs website to determine the total assessed 

value of your home. 
 

The other important point that relates to this is a state law on the books, HB 920, passed in 

1976, which prevents school districts and other local governments from receiving an in-

crease in tax revenue as a result of increased valuation of property. This means that any 

voter-approved levies on the books cannot collect more than what was originally author-

ized by voters. As a result, when property values are increased, any voted millage will be 

reduced to a millage amount that will only bring in the same amount of revenue that was 

approved by the voters and each tax payer will pay a lower ñeffectiveò tax rate. Thatôs 

why school districts across Ohio must continue to come back to voters with new or re-

placement levies, if an increase in revenue is a necessity.  
 

7.  What will happen to South Amherst Middle School? 

The District and Village of South Amherst have met and plan to continue to meet to deter-

mine how the property will be used in the future. But it is important to understand, our 

Districtôs priority is educating our students in a safe and productive learning environment. 

If the bond issue passes, the District is prepared to divest itself from the property. Accord-

ingly, we have allocated funding within the Master Plan to abate and demolish the build-

ing, as it is not our hope to leave an abandoned building in one of our communities. How-

ever, if there is an interest by the Village or some other entity to purchase the property and 

fund the $300,000 to replace the sewage plant, then we are more than willing to work with 

them to help make that happen. 
 

 
 

8.  When is the issue on the Ballot?  

The Firelands Local Schools issue is on the November 6, 2018 ballot. Early voting in-

person and by mail begins on Wednesday, October 10, 2018. On Election Day, polls are 

open from 6:30 AM to 7:30 PM. For additional questions and answers, please visit the 

ñabout the districtò tab at firelandsschools.org, by phone at 965.5821 or by email at 

mvongunten@firelandsschools.org. 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden Twp, Florence 

Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Twp. 
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Please join us at the South Amherst Middle School  

Cafeteria for the bond issue community meetings. 

 Tues., October 2nd  and  

Thurs., October 4th at 6:30 p.m. 

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

On behalf of the teachers and staff, I am excited to welcome you to the 2018-2019 

school year.  Our students are already busy meeting grade level standards, and          

everyone seems to be off to a great start! 

 

You may have heard from your student that the Board of Education with input from the 

teachers has adopted a new Math and Social Studies series starting this year. The stu-

dents will be using both curriculums from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) in all 

three buildings.  The teachers have completed training on both new series and everyone 

is excited about how these new resources will help our students meet grade level expec-

tations. 

 

On August 14th, 15th and 16th, the staff had the opportunity to engage in professional 

learning events for three days.  The teachers had technology training where they 

learned how to utilize Google Apps for the classroom.  They also had the opportunity to 

analyze data with their grade level/department to support student mastery of grade level 

standards. The teachers learned about differentiated instruction within their classrooms 

and a school safety training session was given to all staff.  The three days were packed 

with professional growth opportunities for everyone. 

 

Thank you for your patience with our new online registration system: OneView.  As we 

continue to work with the system, we will work out all the issues to make it even better 

for next year.   

 

Please continue to check the Firelands Local School District website for  up-to-date 

information regarding your student.  As more information becomes available from the 

district/schools, the page will be updated to reflect our districtsô expectations.   
 

Lori Roemer 

Director of Educational Services 

 

SMOOTH SCHOOL OPENING ï 576 stu-

dents, including 149 members of the Senior 

Class of 2019, and 150 students in the Fresh-

man Class of 2022 opened school on Tuesday, 

August 28th. FHS opened smoothly, as the 

students quickly settled into their classes and 

routines. A huge thank you to the students, 

parents, and staff of FHS as we start the 2018-

19 school year.  

 

FHS FRESHMAN/NEW STUDENT ICE 

CREAM SOCIAL ï Thanks to the work of 

counselors Diane Zimmer and Jenelle Cozza, 

along with Assistant Principal Cathy Keener, 

almost 100 freshman turned out for a fun after-

noon of activities and ice cream on Monday, 

August 27th, the day before school began. 

Freshman were able to connect with older stu-

dents and learn about the building and the nu-

ances of FHS. A special thank you goes out to 

our upperclassmen who helped make this day a 

great success, one that FHS will build on mov-

ing forward.  

 

PICTURE DAY ï Was held on Thursday, 

September 6th, as students received picture 

forms during the first week of school, and par-

ents were notified through email that picture 

day was coming. All underclassmen were pho-

tographed that day. All Seniors who had not yet 

had a head shot through Ripcho, also had their 

pictures taken that day, so that it can appear in 

both the yearbook and Senior Composite pic-

ture. Make-up picture day is on Monday, Octo-

ber 22nd from 8 am ï 11 am. We will also take 

Group club pictures that day. Forms for make-

up pictures will be available on the FHS 

homepage, as well as in the main office. Sen-

iors can also get a head shot for the yearbook 

and senior composite that day as well.  

 

ONE VIEW PARENT FORMS ï FHS con-

tinues to collect and encourage all parents to 

submit student forms electronically through 

OneView, which migrates their current data 

right into our Student Information Database. 

These forms will save parents time, as they 

only need to update forms when information 

changes, and these forms can also be used for 

extra-curricular activities, as well as field trips, 

and student medical authorizations. FHS will 

continue to email and call parents to encourage 

them to complete their student form submis-

sions through OneView.  

 

WEEKLY FLYER EMAILS ï Parents will 

now receive the weekly Falcon Flyer right into 

their email mailbox on Sunday evenings (or  

Monday if Holiday). This will allow parents 

and guardians another way to receive commu-

nications and updates from FHS.  

 

 

 

FHS RENOVATED LIBRARY MEDIA 

CENTER, COMPUTER LABS ðA huge 

thank you and great job to Mr. Park, Mr. 

Heberling, Mr. Galloway, and the entire crew 

of workers and student workers for getting FHS 

to open its doors for the 64th year. The Library 

Media Center (LMC) has been reconfigured 

with Chrome Books and more collaboration 

space, so teachers can come down to utilize 

materials and spaces in the LMC. The Comput-

er Labs have also been repurposed, as the back 

lab has added some more powerful computers 

for courses in PLTW, Music Studio, and other 

courses where a stronger computing unit is 

needed. The front lab has also been repurposed 

with Chrome Books.  

 

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING ð

FHS would like to welcome the following staff 

members for the 2018-19 school year.  

Maci Budzik ï Science Teacher  

Kelsey Clemons ï Mathematics Teacher  

Doris Woodwards-Davila ï District Social 

Worker  

Cody Northeim ï Lorain County Sheriff School 

Resource Officer (and FHS Alumnus)  

 

FFA NAMES FHS A NATIONAL GOLD 

CHAPTER ï Congratulations are in order for 

the FHS FFA Chapter, who have again been 

designated an FFA National Gold Chapter. The 

FFA students and Mrs. Finnegan deserve a 

tremendous round of applause for this great 

accomplishment, which is the second time in 

three years that this is happened.  

 

FHS WEBSITE, TWITTER, AND  

CALENDAR ï Please check our FHS website 

and Twitter (@FHSFalcnPrin) for date chang-

es on schedule availability and other FHS 

news as we head into the 2018-19 school year. 

The website calendar for FHS  has been up-

graded to a Google Calendar, allowing people 

to view events at different venues both in and 

outside of the Firelands School District.  

 

ATHLETIC UPDATES ï Follow Mr. Still-

man on the web at the FHS Athletic website 

(http://www.firelandsathletics.org) or on Twit-

ter (@FirelandsFalcon). Also, follow the Fire-

lands Athletic Boosters on Twitter 

(@FirelandsSports)  

 

 

Have a great September.  

  
 

 

 

Current FHS sophomores and juniors who are students of Spanish lan-

guage or upper-level Art are invited to join the EF Tour group to France 

for spring break 2020.  An in-depth information meeting is being held 

for prospective travelers, both students and parents, on Wed. Sept. 26 

from 6:30-7:30 in the FHS Art room, 104.  The trip is being lead by art 

teacher Laura Tawil. Contact Mrs. Tawil to RSVP, questions or more 

information. ltawil@firelandsschools.org. 
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New this year is the online portal for applying for meal assistance.  Go to 

www.firelands.payschools.com and click on register, follow the required 

steps then you can log in with the user name and password you created.  A 

new application must be filled out each school year if assistance is needed.  

The meal status from last year will roll over until September 30 unless an 

updated form is received before this date.  The meal status will change to 

denied if no application is received.   
 

Check out the Foodservice tab on the school website for Foodservice in-

formation. There is a link for the meal application if you prefer a paper 

copy or you can get a copy in each school office. 
 

* Online meal applications ï www.firelands.payschools.com 

* Online payment system ï www.payschoolscentral.com formally pay 

for it 

* Online menus w/nutritionals ï www.myschoolmenus.com enter dis-

trict ï enter school 

* Download the free mobile menu app- My school menus 
 

 

 

 

Contact Judy Baumann, Foodservice Director with any questions  

440-965-5821 ext. 1011 

 

  

  

 

 
 

¶ Deputy Kovach from the Lorain County Sheriffôs Department.  

¶ The auxiliary officers that created all the child ID cards.  

¶ Ohio/Kentucky Bricklayers for their generous t-shirt donations.  

¶ Florence Twp. Fire dept. and crew for their demonstration, showing the  

       students the fire truck and allowing them to spray the fire hose.  

¶ Central Lorain County Ambulance for showing  the students the ambulance  

and talking to them.   

¶ The Nord center with their safe touch program.   

¶ The 9-1-1 Agency for their  demonstration.   

¶ Mr. Sayler and Buster the Bus for their demonstration on bus safety.   

¶ Mrs. Dewitt, Mrs. Holowenko, and Mrs. Sayler for taking the students on their  

buses and showing them how to enter and exit a bus safely. 

Veteranôs  

Recognition will be 

held on October 12th 

at the Falcon         

Stadium. All  

Veterans will be 

guests of the FLSD 

and will be asked to 

stand and be            

recognized at the 

game. 

http://www.firelands.payschools.com
http://www.firelands.payschools.com
http://www.payschoolscentral.com
http://www.myschoolmenus.com

