
 
 
 

 

                                                                   
 

  MONTHLY  

MESSAGE 
 

After eight years as Princi-

pal of Firelands High 

School, Rick Reighley is 

retiring. It is my honor to 

recognize and thank Rick 

for his many years of leader-

ship and successful contri-

butions to the District. He is a valuable member of the Fal-

con Family and he will be missed. 
 

As we honor the service of Mr. Reighley, it is also my 

pleasure to introduce the new Principal of Firelands High 

School, Robert Maver. Bob has been an educator for 23 

years. During that time, he taught mathematics at Lakewood 

High School for 15 years and he has been at Midview High 

School for the previous eight years; 3.5 years as Athletic 

Director and 4.5 years as Assistant Principal. 
 

 Bob is a graduate of Ohio University and he holds a Master 

of Education Degree in Educational Administration from 

Bowling Green State University. He has been married to his 

wife Lisa for 23 years and he has two daughters; Rachel, 

who is graduating this year from Midview High School and 

will attend Kent next year, and Natalie, who will be entering 

the seventh grade next year. Bob currently resides with his 

family in Elyria.  
 

Bob states, ñI am really looking forward to starting the posi-

tion at Firelands. I truly believe Firelands is a great place to 

learn and teach, and I am very excited to work with every-

body on delivering excellent instruction to all of our stu-

dents.ò   

 

As the 2014-2015 school year starts, I encourage you to 

welcome Bob to the Falcon Family!  
 

SERVING OTHERS 
ñThe purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to 

be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some 

difference that you have lived and lived well.ò ðRalph 

Waldo Emerson 
 

As we end the 2013-2014 school year, I feel compelled to 

highlight the many services that our schools and students 

engage in to help the community and to serve others.  
 

Throughout the year, various school organizations sponsor 

service-learning projects to support identified needs across  

the region and our nation. This yearôs activities include: 

 

 
 

 

Firelands High School 
Students in Jennifer Purcellôs class baked cookies, 

brownies, and other treats for members of the communi-

ty who utilize free meal services provided by Graceôs 

Soup Kitchen.  
 

Our Teen Leadership Corp, led by FHS counselor Diane 

Zimmer, engaged in the following service projects: 

Hat, Gloves and Mitten Drive for the Boys and Girls 

Club 

Kick It for Cancer Kickball Tournament & Food Drive 

Mentoring ñthe Littleôs Programò  at FES and with the 

MH Unit 

Holiday Weekðkindergarten activity, door décor, toy 

drive, tacky sweater fund raiser 

Harvest for Hunger and worked at the food bank to 

prepare boxes for 300 needy families 

Pennies for Patients for Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-

ety raising $1994.20 

Goodwill Drive, No Bull Challenge, Freshmen Fair, 

Muth Benefit Dance totaling $1300.00 

Buckle Up Campaign, which we won for the first time 

in Lorain County. 

Special Olympics 
 

Our FFA chapter, led by Shanna Finnegan, engaged in the 

following service projects : 

FFA members organized the Harvest for America Food 

Drive and collected canned goods at the high school 

during first period classes and during the school wide 

career day/service afternoon with a corn hole tourna-

ment. Over 2200 pounds of food were donated to the 

First United Methodist Church in South Amherst. This 

is the only food pantry that directly serves our school 

district. 

Firelands FFA members collected over $1200 in pocket 

change to buy gifts for four Firelands families for our 

annual Christmas Family Community Service. 

FFA members donated over 1600 hours of community 

service in individual community service activities. 

Claire Vilagi logged the most hours at nearly 200 hours! 

FFA members, with members from Wellington and the 

LCJVS, planned and conducted the annual County Wide 

Food for America Agricultural Literacy event for inner 

city fourth graders at the Lorain County Fairgrounds. 
 

 

South Amherst Middle School 
Donated clothing to the needy. 

Thanksgiving meals for the needy (Sixth Grade Service  

      Project). 

Through donations, needy families provided Wal-Mart  

 

 

 

 

gift during the Christmas season for Firelands Fami-

lies. 
 

SAMS Projects: 

The sixth grade students added service time into their 

daily schedule while attending the sixth grade outdoor 

adventure. The students performed various tasks to 

help clean-up and prepare the campgrounds for the 

2014 season. The students cleaned debris from the 

beach, cleared brush from walking paths, cleaned up 

trash that blew into the woods during the winter, 

cleaned up the wetland trails, and many other tasks 

asked of them by the camp administration. The Beulah 

Beach staff is appreciative of our students and their 

efforts they look forward to our continued service. 

The eighth grade students participated in two service 

projects May 22, 2014. All eighth grade students did 

cleaning and landscaping duties at SAMS and at the 

Evergreen Cemetery across the street. SAMS teachers 

coordinate this project with the cemetery board of the 

Village of South Amherst and with the SAMS mainte-

nance department. In the days leading up to the pro-

jects during their FIRE period, SAMS eighth graders 

learn about the importance of service and about differ-

ent types of service.  

 

Firelands Elementary 
The kindergarten classes made special card/pictures for 

Veteranôs Day for distribution to the Veteranôs Home. 

In the month of November, first grade students partici-

pated in Project Rudolph in conjunction with the Lo-

rain County Grange. The students decorate lunch bags 

with a winter or Christmas theme and write a letter 

thanking members of the U.S. Army stationed in Ger-

many. 

Approximately 500 toys were donated by FES students 

and given to the Salvation Army to distribute to area 

families in need through the Not Forgotten Box toy 

collection. 

Thirty FES children were matched with other FES 

families, the FFA, and local churches and businesses to 

shop for children at Christmas.   

 

Through their efforts, our students, staff, and community 

have truly made a difference in the lives of many people. 

Thank you for your willingness to reach out and lend a hand 

to those in need. This is an important lesson that I hope our 

students will carry with them for their entire lives. 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden 

Twp, Florence Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, 

Vermilion and Vermilion Twp.  
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  The FHS Student Council 

is pleased to announce that 

the 2013-2014 school year 

has been immensely suc-

cessful and rewarding for 

not only the council, but 

the Firelands commu 

nity. This past year, the 

council has held various 

events and activities 

throughout the high school  

as well as multiple differ-

ent collections, drives and  

fundraisers. 

 

   We kicked off the 2013- 

2014 school year with 

Homecoming and Fall 

Senior Appreciation in 

September and October. 

Before winter break, we 

held our 11th Annual Tree 

Lighting which was com-

prised of a canned goods 

drive in accordance with 

the FFA, a toy drive in 

partnership with TLC, a 

change collection and a 

basket raffle. Proceeds 

from the events went to  

purchasing baby items that 

were donated to Birth 

Right in addition to gifts 

for the elderly which the 

council gave to the resi-

dents at Golden Acres  

 

 

when they spent the day at 

the facility playing Bingo. 

 

    Once the school year   

resumed, Student Council 

held Winter Senior Appre-

ciation in February and 

Spring Fling in March. 

The last major organized 

event for the year was our 

co-ed volleyball tourna-

ment in May. This year an 

adjustment was made to 

the tournament and it was 

re-named in honor of Mr. 

Muth. Additionally, the 

championship game was 

held during FAST on the 

following Monday in the 

FHS gymnasium, with the 

team ñScared Hitlessò 

prevailing. Students and 

faculty were able to donate 

one dollar in order to 

watch the game, and, with 

additional money donated, 

the proceeds totaled up to 

$772.25. With this, Stu-

dent Council created a 

scholarship in honor of 

Mr. Muth. The Mr. Muth 

Memorial Scholarship was 

awarded to Becky Myers, 

a silent yet strong leader in 

the Firelands community. 

 

     

 

 

Although the 2013-2014 

school year is only now 

coming to a close, the 

council is already planning 

events for the upcoming 

school year. A workshop 

will be held over the sum-

mer to strengthen the lead-

ership within the council 

and to begin coordinating 

events for the 2014-2015 

year. 

 

    Student Council is very 

proud of the hard work and  

 

 

 

 

dedication given forth 

from council officers and 

representatives and is ex-

tremely grateful to all of 

the individuals and organi-

zations that have aided us 

throughout the year. We 

look forward to continuing 

on with a legacy of      

success.                   

 

Katy Tuggle,  

Communications Director  

               ñScared Hitlessò 

       Jimmy Willbond, Tristan Clark, Kevin Rollins  

               Casey Morrisette, Shaylin Canterbury,  

                                 Paige  OôConnell 

 

       (Contôd) 

 

LCJVS Outstanding Senior Students 
On Thursday, May 22, 2014, the following students received recognition 

as the ñOutstanding Senior Studentò in their respective programs at the 

Lorain County Join Vocational School Honors Assembly: Michael Hen-

ery Jr. (Carpentry), Amanda Spears (Allied Health Sciences), and Joseph 

Sosinski (Commercial Truck Technology). We are extremely proud of 

these students for demonstrating the meaning of Falcon Pride and for 

representing Firelands in the highest capacity! 
 

Firelands High School Class of 2014 
On Saturday, June 7, 2014, Firelands High School graduated 155 stu-

dents. I want to personally congratulate our amazing students and wish 

each of you the best of luck in your future endeavors. You make us 

proud! 

 

Go Falcons! 
 

Yours in Education, 
 

Dr. Robert F. Hill 

Superintendent 

FIRELANDS FFA CELEBR ATES A VERY SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

Columbus, OH - Twenty three members of the Firelands FFA attended the Ohio 

FFA Convention on May 1st & 2nd.  Jesse Jones, Tom Schuman, Patrick Stew-
art, Katy Tuggle, and Aaron Wickes all qualified and played for the Ohio FFA 

band. Congratulations to Chrissy Balint, Karlie Canfield, Demi Dovin, Jody 

Hanko, and Cole Lewis for earning the State FFA Degree, only about 2% of all 
FFA members will earn this degree. Mrs. Finnegan also was privileged to earn 

the Honorary State FFA Degree, the highest honor a supporter can earn in the 

state. Brandon Palmer received the Children's Hospital Key Donor Award on 
behalf of the chapter. Chrissy Balint and Emma Ranney represented the chapter 

as they received the Gold Rated Chapter Award; a first for Firelands. Chrissy 

Balint also was the first Firelands FFA member to make the state officer ballot. 
The following members were awarded a gold rating for their exceptional work 

while in office - Mikayla Haback - secretary, Cole Jones - treasurer, and Ali 
Butler - reporter. Five Firelands FFA members were identified as top-four-in-

state for their outstanding Supervised Agricultural Experience Projects prior to 

convention.  Each of these students filled out a 20-30 page application, set up a 
display, and interviewed with judges to determine their final placings. Firelands 

tied two other Ohio schools for the most state wins! Congratulations to Alex 

Sabine - 4th place in Ohio for Fruit Production Placement and Demi Dovin 
earned 2nd place in state for Dairy Production Entrepreneurship. David Tipple 

won the Organic Agriculture Proficiency for his organic corn operation. Jessica 

Zurcher won Specialty Animal Production for her white dove release busi-
ness.  Amanda Spears, after placing second in state for the last two years, won 

the state in Diversified Horticultural Placement for her work at Hook's Green-

house.  Firelands FFA was also honored to receive second place in Ohio for fruit 
sales from the Florida Farm Bureau Fruit Marketing Association.  $579.50 was 

donated to the Ohio FFA Foundation on behalf of the Firelands FFA because of 

the excellent fruit sale.  

The students that attended convention practiced leadership and developed rela-

tionships with students from all over the state of Ohio while listening to key note 

speakers, enjoying convention award sessions and doing activities between ses-
sions like visiting a trade show, alpaca show, talent show, animal clinics, and 

team building activities. The attendance of convention was over 7,000 students, 

teachers, and supporters. 

Each year the National FFA awards $2.2 million in National FFA Scholarships. 

Christine Balint, former FFA vice president, earned the Earl "Doc" Kantner 

National FFA Scholarship.  She will be attending The Ohio State University 
majoring in Food Science and Technology in the fall. Emma Ranney, former 

FFA president, earned the Bunge North America National FFA Scholarship she 

will be attending Ohio Northern to major in Pre-Veterinary Science. 

Congratulations on a great year Firelands FFA members! 

Proficiency Finalists: Jess Zurcher, Amanda 

Spears, Demi Dovin, David Tipple  

(not pictured - Alex Sabine) 

 State Degree Winners: Demi Dovin, Karlie Canfield, Cole Lewis, 

Jody Hanko, Christine Balint and Mrs. Shanna Finnegan 

(Honorary Degree) 



Save The Date!     
The Firelands Band Boosters will 

be hosting their second annual 

Band on The Run 5K  

When?  October 19th 

Where?  Starting point will be South 

Amherst Middle School 

Questions:  email:  

firelandsbandboosters@gmail.com  
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Firelands Local Schools is proud to announce a new technology initiative for students starting 

next fall. Beginning the 2014 ï 2015 school year, students at South Amherst Middle School 
and Firelands High School will be allowed to bring their electronic devices to school and use 

them as part of the Districtôs BYOD program. BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) is centered 

on students using devices not owned by the district such as smartphones, tablets, eReaders, 
and laptops for educational use. 

Firelands Local Schools worked with MCPc, Inc to upgrade the core network infrastructure 

and establish wall-to-wall wireless coverage in the buildings in the summer of 2013 in prepa-

ration to support the BYOD initiative. The belief is that with students bringing their own 
devices to school that it will promote an exciting shift in how they use them. Typically, stu-

dent-owned devices are used for social or entertainment purposes, but with BYOD their use 

expands to also become collaboration and learning tools that can be used to engage the student 
with the content in hopes of promoting lifelong learning habits. 

KEY FACTS & GUIDELIN ES ABOUT THE  

FIRELANDS LOCAL SCHO OLS BYOD PROGRAM 

Do I need to purchase a device for my student? 
           This initiative does not require the purchase of any device by our students  
           or families. District devices will be available for students to meet curriculum and  

           instructional expectations. 

Who is responsible for damage, loss, or theft of devices that students 

bring to school? 
Any device a student brings to school is their sole responsibility. Firelands Local 

Schools takes no responsibility to search for lost or stolen devices nor is there any 

assumption of financial responsibility by Firelands Schools for damaged, lost, or 
stolen personal devices. 

How will you monitor what my student is viewing on the Internet? 
Devices brought to school will only access the filtered, BYOD Wi-Fi network to 

prevent excess data fees to their personal accounts (no 3G, 4G, or mobile hotspot 

access will be permitted). 

When can my student use their device at school? 
Your studentôs teacher will determine when and how personal electronic devices may 

be used in his/her classroom. The studentôs electronic device must be turned off when 
not in use. 

Will my student need to have a signed form on file to use their device? 

Yes. In order for Firelands Local Schools to supervise student use of the district net-

work and the Internet, the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) must be read and the BYOD 

form must be signed by the student and guardians for all students who want to bring 
and use their own technology. 

Please see the Firelands Schools web site  

for further information and any updates.  

Number of Seats X  $100.00 = Total Due 

         

Start spreading the newsé 

Cause weôre going to cruiseé 

Right to the very heart of it  

New York, New York!!  
 

The Firelands Band Boosters are planning a day trip to New York City during the holiday season to see the 
sights, shop, dine in the fabulous restaurants or catch a Broadway show!  
 

                              Preliminary Itinerary (subject to change) 
         Friday, December 5th ï Depart FHS around 11:00 pm / Drive through the night 

Saturday, December 6th ï Arrive in NYC and spend the day doing 

what you want, return to the designated location and drive through 
the night to return to FHS 

Sunday, December 7th ï Return to FHS early morning 
 

This is an amazing opportunity to see the city all decked out for the holidays while you enjoy all NYC has to 

offer. What you see and do are up to you, no formal itinerary other than the scheduled bus times. All are wel-

come, so invite your friends to come along! 
 

Seats are limited, cost is $100.00 per person. Please complete the form below and return with your $25.00 depos-
it on or before July 31, 2014 to secure your seat. Final payment of $75.00 will be due on or before September 30, 

2014. 
 

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact the Firelands Band Boosters at  

firelandsbandboosters@gmail.com. 

 

FIRELANDS BAND BOOSTERS NEW YORK CITY TRIP  
 

Name:  

Address:  

City:        State:OH   Zip:___________________ 

Phone:  

Best time to call:                       Day                            Evening 

Email:  

 

 

 
A deposit of $25.00 per seat is due on or before July 31, 2014 to secure all seats. The remaining bal-

ance is due on or before September 30, 2014. Checks should be made payable to the Firelands Band 

Boosters. Please note that since we have to confirm the bus arrangements and send payment in ad-

vance, no cancellations will be accepted after October 1, 2014. 
 

Please return completed forms and deposits to the following address: 

Firelands Band Boosters - c/o Erin Hayes - 50338 Garfield Road - Oberlin, OH 44074 

In accordance with the Firelands character 

education program, the eighth grade at 

SAMS participated in two service projects 

May 22, 2014.  All eighth grade students did 

cleaning and landscaping duties at SAMS 

and at the Evergreen Cemetery across the 

street.  SAMS teachers coordinate this pro-

ject with the cemetery board of the Village of 

South Amherst and with the SAMS mainte-

nance department.  In the days leading up to 

the projects during their FIRE period, SAMS 

eighth graders learn about the importance of 

service and about different types of ser-

vice.  At SAMS faculty and staff are com-

mitted the formation of a student's character 

in addition to their academic success! 

KEY NOTE SPEAKER FROM YOUNG AUTHOR  

CONFERENCE VISITS SAMS 

This year the 6 graders had the opportunity once again to partici-

pate in Lorain County's Young Author Conference held at the 

Spitzer Center of LCCC. An exciting  addition to this program 

was the 7th and 8th graders.  In the past, Young Authors has only 

been made available for 3rd through 6th grade.  

Due to the generous financial support of the National Association of College 

Stores, we were able to have the Key Note speaker for the Young Author confer-

ence come South Amherst Middle School!  It proved to be a fantastic experience 

for all the 6th graders in attendance.  The author, Carole Barrowman came to share 

her inspiration for writing fantasy novels by sharing various selections of artwork 

and reading passages from three of her books from the "Hollow Earth" series.  The 

students really enjoyed listening to Barrowman's Scottish accent as she read.   We 

send a cheerful "shout out" to Cindy Thompson, the Director at NACS for her in-

volvement for making this experience happen for our students.  It was a wonderful 

celebration of reading and writing! 

mailto:firelandsbandboosters@gmail.com



