
Kindergarten Registration  

For In-District Students 
 

 

Firelands Local Schools will be utilizing an online registration 

system for all new and returning Firelands district students.      

Beginning March 1st, all incoming in-district kindergarten        

families can register using our new online system, Firelands     

OneView at https://firelands.esvportal.com/.  You can complete 

the registration at home by using the link above or you may attend 

one of the following registration events at the Firelands Board of 

Education, located at 112 North Lake Street in South Amherst to 

complete the registration process: 
 

 

               Monday, March 5th   8:00 AM ï 12:00 PM 

               Tuesday, March 6th   1:00 PM ï 5:00 PM 

          Wednesday, March 7th   3:30 PM ï 7:30 PM 

 

If you are planning to attend one of the registration events listed 

above at the Firelands Board of Education, please bring your 

child's birth certificate, 2 proofs of residency, parent/guardian   

photo id, shot records, and custody papers if they apply. 

The kindergarten registration process must be completed by 

Wednesday, March 7th.  If you have any questions about the      

registration process, please contact the elementary school office at 

440-965-5381. 

 
 

 

 

 At the end of  January, 

we worked with a poll-

ing firm to field a statis-

tically valid telephone 

survey of our community 

to test the building plan                 

recommendation made 

by the Building Advisory 

Committee (BAC).  

 

The BAC, as you may 

remember, is a commit-

tee composed of teachers, staff, parents, residents, 

and community members, who met over five meet-

ings to review finances, building conditions, and 

state assessments, and, ultimately, recommended a 

plan for the Board of Education to test with the 

community. We reconvened this committee in the 

Fall because our buildings are in disrepair and 

deteriorating and we knew we could not ignore the 

problems any longer.  

 

The results of the survey are encouraging.  

 

To begin, nearly three-quarters of residents posi-

tively rated the quality of education provided by 

our District. Residents also believed they are mod-

erately informed about our District, and 79% of 

them do not have children currently enrolled here, 

a breakdown which is typical of most school dis-

tricts.  

 

When it comes to the conditions of our school 

buildings, it is clear residents agree SAMS is in 

disrepair, and nearly 53% indicates major repairs 

or be replaced. There is, however, less certainty 

about the condition of our other school buildings. 

More respondents indicated Firelands High 

Schools needs major repairs, while they perceive 

Firelands Elementary School needs minor repairs.     

 
 

Residents are confident in the process by which the 

BAC developed the building plan. They recognized 

the value of the Stateôs recommendation to replace 

the middle and high schools due to their age and 

condition, and the value of not leaving any money 

for the schools on the table.   

 

In addition, residents have a positive view of 

changes that could be made if we pursued a ballot 

issue: 

¶ Up-to-date fire safety and security systems. 

¶ Having necessary electrical capacity so      

 

 

 
students can fully utilize 21st-century classroom 

technology. 

¶ Reliable roofs and plumbing and adequate 
heating and air conditioning systems. 

¶ Accessible, ADA compliant buildings. 

¶ Classrooms that are large enough and config-
ured properly for education today.   

 

However, like many Districts across the state,   

affordability is always a challenge. It is no differ-

ent here. Many residents donôt like taxes, no matter 

how big, how small, or how important they may 

be. Iôm a taxpayer, too, I understand this sentiment. 

But I also understand how significant and trans-

formative new school buildings would be for our 

teachers, our students ï and our community. And 

based on this survey, over 77% agreed that new 

schools have a positive impact on property values 

and the local economy, which highlights why we 

must continue this effort.  

 

The telephone survey tested two separate building 

options. The results are close for both and show 

initial support to keep moving forward. The Board 

of Education will have some tough decisions to 

make as they decide what to place on the ballot for 

November, but I assure you we will keep you up-

dated as decision are made. I urge you to visit our 

webpage to stay up-to-date and find additional 

information.  

 

One last thing - Thank you to everyone who has 

been a part of this process up to this point. Every-

one who has completed surveys, attended listening 

sessions, taken a building tour, participated in 

meetings, commented on Facebook posts, talked to 

your friends and neighbors, and I could go on. I 

greatly appreciate your dedication and commitment 

to this process. As we move forward, we will con-

tinue to need your help and the support of many 

others. We provide the students of our District a 

quality education; itôs time we provide them with 

schools to match.   

 

 
GO FALCONS! 

Mike Von Gunten 

Superintendent 

FHS Class of 1995 

@FLSDSuper 
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FEBRUARY 22 CONFERENCE 

AND PARENT NIGHT 
 

SAMS and FHS will be holding          

conferences at Firelands High School on  

February 22nd. Parents will have an       

opportunity to attend walk in conferences 

with teachers from SAMS (in the          

cafeteria) and with teachers from FHS (in 

their classrooms). FES conferences will 

be held in the elementary building. 

 
 

During this time period, free breakout 

sessions will be offered to parents and 

students (please see program descriptions 

for additional information) at FHS. 
 
 

5:30- Keeping Students Safe -

Preventing Assault in the gym: Tamara 

Kilbride, RN from Tri-County SANE/

SART Program will be presenting this 

program. Tamara will provide infor-

mation to help parents protect their chil-

dren from being a sexual assault statis-

tic. The points covered will include the 

characteristics of sexual assault, sign and 

symptoms of date rape drugs, and tech-

niques to stay safe in social situations.  

 

5:30 -LCADA presentation in the band 

room by Graciela Torres & Kathryn 

Kurtzman from The LCADA Way. We 

will be discussing the life skills and 

school prevention lessons provided for all 

students to insulate them from the dangers 

of drug use and possible treatment        

services if the need arises.    

6:15- Junior Class meeting in the band 

room ACT/prepping for college by 

Jenelle Cozza, class of 2019 School 

Counselor & Dave Newman from College 

Now will be presenting an informational 

meeting for college bound juniors and 

their parents. The presentations will     

provide parents with an overview of  

Naviance/Family Connection, Ohio 

Means Jobs, and a college planning/

application timeline.  College Now, is the 

largest non-profit organization in the 

country that assists with college access to 

supplement college and career readiness 

for all students.  

 

 

6:15 -8th Grade Parent meeting In the 

gym into high school by Diane Zimmer, 

class of 2022 School Counselor.  The  

incoming 9th grade class and their parents 

are invited to learn about getting ready for 

the transition to high school, how to 

achieve school success, the opportunities 

available to them to ensure college and 

career readiness upon graduation.  

 

 

6:15-Positive Parenting Tips by Penny 

Morgan from Firelands Counseling     

Services of Lorain County in the library. 

Positive parenting strategies to help 

strengthen elementary age childrenôs    

success in school.   

 

7:00- Anxiety and Depression in 

Youth: in library.  Penny Morgan from 

Firelands Counseling Services of Lorain 

County will be hosting an adolescent    

parent meeting on anxiety and              

depression.  She will provide parents with 

information about what are normal      

emotional difficulties a teenager may   

experience but if the feelings persist and 

interfere with daily living, it may be time 

to seek professional help.  She will also 

discuss the services her agency can      

provide for students and families with 

emotional problems to maintain control  

of their lives.  

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: 

FES: Parent-Teacher Conferences will 

be held on February 22, 2018 from 

4:00-8:00 pm , at Firelands             

Elementary School. Conferences are 

pre-scheduled. 

 

 

SAMS:  Parent-Teacher Conferences 

will be held on February 22, 2018 

from 3:45-7:00 , in the cafeteria, at 

FIRELANDS HIGH SCHOOL. 

Conferences will be walk-in. 

 

 

FHS: Parent-Teacher Conferences 

will be held on February 22, 2018 

from 3:00-7:00 , in the classrooms, at 

FIRELANDS HIGH SCHOOL. 

Conferences will be walk-in. 

FALCON SHOWCASE ON MARCH 6TH FROM  

7:00-8:30  

 

Firelands Local School District will host a Falcon Showcase on 

March 6th at Firelands High School from 7:00-8:30pm.  It is      

important for our district to gather our community together to 

show our student achievements.  The night will focus on students 

and their contribution to education within their school.  We have a 

full schedule of events for the evening including the Band         

Ensemble, FFA presentations, Art presentations, Readers Theater, 

Spheros and Young Authors to name a few.  The students will also 

display 21st century technology skills that will enhance their future 

beyond high school.   
 

Please stop by and join us for an evening filled with academic  

success! 
 

FALCON SHOWCASE ACTIVITIES 

MARCH 6TH FROM 7:00-8:30 AT FIRELANDS HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 

Firelands Elementary 
§ Kindergarten students will showcase Fundations with each  

    homeroom 

§ First grade students will present Readers Theater and            

Fundations 

§ Second grade students will present Informational writing and     

Research pieces 

§ Third grade student will focus on Math problem solving 

§ Fourth grade students will present Story in a Can, Young         

Authors and Science pieces 

§ Fifth grade students will focus on Readers Theatre  

§ Specialist teachers will display work from their content areas

(Art, PE, Tech, Music, Band) 

§ The gifted students will present Spheros and Young Authors    

  pieces 
 

South Amherst Middle School 
§ Science Dept: Discovery education demonstration with board 

builder 

§ 6th grade ELA Dept: Reading is a life skill board, highlighting 

number of books read this year by 6th graders 

§ Academic Challenge 

§ Robotics 

§ Local History Presentation 

§ National Junior Honor Society 

§ Falcon Fuel Coffee Shop 
 
 

Firelands High School 
§ Band Ensemble at 7:00 

§ TLC presentations at 7:15 

§ Art presentations at 7:30 

§ Physics presentations at 7:45 

§ FFA presentations at 8:00 

§ Select Choir at 8:15 
 
 

We hope you can join us  

for a fun-filled evening! 
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2018-19 SCHEDULING HAS BEGUN 
Scheduling for our current Juniors,  

Sophomores, Freshman, and current 8th 

grade students at SAMS. Counselors will 

be meeting with students in classes to help 

students decide which courses they would 

like to enroll in for the 2018-19 school 

year. Students are encouraged to speak  

with their parents, counselors, and    

teachers to decide which courses will help 

them reach their goals for high school and 

beyond. 

 

ACT FOR JUNIORS   
The Ohio Department of Education, 

though Firelands High School will be  

administering an ACT test for all juniors 

currently enrolled at both FHS and the 

LCJVS.  A letter has been sent home to 

with all students informing them of the 

upcoming ACT.  The ACT will be  

administered on Tuesday, February 27th 

for all Juniors, beginning at 7:30 am.  

There will NOT be school for Seniors, 

Sophomores, and Freshman on that day, 

as they are expected to utilize that day for 

a job shadow, college visit, or a volunteer 

opportunity. 

 

CLEVELAND CLINIC HIGHLIGHTS 

FHS ARTISTS FOR VIDEO   
The Cleveland Clinic is in the process of 

updating their eXpressions video for the 

2018 eXhibition and Firelands high 

School has been selected to be featured in 

their 2018 presentation.  The Clinic  

captured the interaction within the  

classroom, and also interviewed  

individual students, along with Mrs. 

Tawil.  These interviews took place on 

Friday, January 19th.  FHS is looking 

forward to the presentation of the  

eXpressions video, which highlights our 

very successful Art Program, led by Mrs. 

Laura Tawil. 

 

PBIS AND STUDENT OF THE 

MONTH   
The FHS Positive Behavior Winners have 

been given prizes ranging from an  

optimum parking space, to a Friday  

afternoon during FAST of some  

 

 

 

 

 

basketball time, to a lunch with Mr.  

Maver in the Principalôs office with 

friends.  This has all been led by our PBIS 

Committee and Mrs. Keener, who has led 

the charge in rewarding our Falcons for 

being positive leaders in class and in the 

school community.  Teachers are encour-

aged to nominate students for rewards by 

submitting their PBIS cards to Mrs.  

Keener, which qualifies students for 

weekly and monthly prizes.  Also, FHS 

hosted almost 50 students for our monthly 

Pizza with the Principal Program to  

further reward our students for  

demonstrating positive academic and/or 

social success at FHS.   FHS would like to 

thank our PBIS Committee and Mrs. 

Keener for expanding a program which 

promotes positive academic and social 

behaviors. 

 

PARENT-TEACHER  

CONFERENCES   
FHS will be hosting a third round of  

Parent-Teacher Conferences on Thursday 

evening, February 22nd, from 3- 7 pm.  

They will be held in individual teacher 

classrooms on a first-come, first-serve 

basis.  Also, FHS invites our parents to 

stay for presentations around FHS dealing 

with a number of issues that our students 

deal with on a daily basis.  Presenters 

from LCADA, Firelands Counseling, and 

other agencies will be here to present  

topics to parents so that they can become 

more aware of issues facing todayôs 

youth. 

 

PSAPE   The Parents for a Safe After-

Prom Environment are hosting A Night at 

the Races Fundraiser on Friday, March 

2nd , beginning at 6 pm, to help raise mon-

ey for After-Prom for our students.  Please 

contact Terri Hewlett at 440-343-6958 or 

email her at terrihewlett@hotmail.com for 

more information. 

 

 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING  

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCESé  

Parent- Teacher Conferences will be held on February 22, 

2018 from 3:45-7:00 at FIRELANDS HIGH SCHOOL.  

Conferences are being held in conjunction with opportunities to 

attend sessions that are important to our youth today. Combin-

ing with the high school allows parents access to these opportu-

nities while attending conferences in one convenient location.  

Sessions will be as follows:  

§ 5:30 pm - Keeping Students Safe - Preventing Assault 

* LCADA Presentation 

§ 6:15 pm - Junior Class meeting 

* 8th Grade Parent meeting  

* Positive Parenting tips - Firelands Counseling 

§ 7:00 pm - Anxiety and Depression in Youth 

Class Field Trip Information:  

 

7th Grade: Put-In- Bay 

¶ Information will be available in     

February 

¶ Money due mid-April  

¶ Trip May 24 

6th grade: Beulah Beach  

¶ Deposits due by February 

15 

¶ Balance due by April 12  

¶ Trip May 21-23 

8th grade: Philadelphia 

¶ March 23: Medical Emergency form, Medication paperwork, room-

mate request form and cell phone registration form due. 

¶ April 11: Final Payment for students due 

¶ April 11: Prescriptions and over-the-counter meds due in office (3 

day supply, in original container, must be brought in by adult) 

¶ April 27: Final Payment for chaperones due 

¶ Trip May 9-11 More News from SAMS on page 8. 

mailto:terrihewlett@hotmail.com
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On January 6th, the Falcons Robotics Teams at SAMS competed in 

their first VEX Robotics Competition at Norwalk High School, com-

peting against schools from all over Ohio. Each team has much to 

celebrate. Both robots passed inspection and successfully competed 

in 5 exciting, qualifying matches. Team 2 placed 9th out of 40 teams 

and advanced to the final tournament. 

Form more competition details, please visit the Falcons Robotics 

Team website at:  http://www.firelandsschools.org/

FalconRoboticsTeam.aspx. 

  

Trenton Jones, Xavier Harper, Aaron Kirk, Jeremy Partlow,  

Kevan Adkins, Alexander Kyer, Max Anderson, Robbie Clark,  

Connor Pleban, Daniel Dempsey, Michael Widener, Grace Mills,  

Joe Formholtz, Connor Bates, Vlad Hamilton, Ian Borton,  

Devon Adkins, Amanda Mitchell, Noah Cibroski, Mason Hickman 

South Amherst 7th and 8th Grade Musical 

Peter Pan  

A Musical Adventure 

 by Craig Sodaro 

Come one, Come all to the 24th annual South 

Amherst Musical.  The 7th and 8th grade choir 

members will be presenting on the SAMS 

stage, Peter Pan, a Musical Adventure.  

Come and see many familiar characters and 

even some new ones perform at 7:00 PM on 

Tuesday, March 27 and Wednesday, March 

28.  Tickets are on sale now during school 

hours.  Reserved floor seats are $5.00 and 

General bleacher seats are $3.00.  You may 

also purchase tickets on the nights of the   

performances.  Come support the arts!! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Lunch and A Show! 

A free event for our retired staff and  

local senior citizens on March 27th at 

11:30 am at South Amherst Middle School.  

 

Join us for lunch and a special showing of Peter Pan:  

 

 A Musical Adventure presented by our choir students 

Reservations are required by March 20th
 

 

RSVP online at http://bit.ly/2El2VfN , email at 

jbutchko@firelandsschools.org, or by phone at  

(440) 965-5821 ext 1015.  

 

 

Lunch is provided by The Friends of Firelands. 

http://bit.ly/2El2VfN
mailto:jbutchko@firelandsschools.org
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38TH ANNUAL YOUTH ART MONTH EXHIBITION  

Firelands Elementary School is proud to announce that Dorothy 

Wacker, Grade 2, has had artwork chosen to be exhibited in the 38th 

annual Youth Art Month Exhibition sponsored by the Ohio Art       

Education Association.  The exhibit represents Ohio students in 

grades kindergarten through eighth and is on display at the State 

Teacherôs Retirement Systems (STRS) building in Columbus, 

Ohio  from February 17th - March 16th. 

One hundred thirty-five pieces were selected for the juried show from 

the nine regions of the state that represent OAEA.  The exhibit is 

sponsored by the Ohio Art Education Association which is the profes-

sional organization for art teachers in Ohio. OAEA works to promote 

the arts and recognizes quality student art throughout the state through 

various exhibits at state and regional levels. The Youth Art Month  

Exhibition comes about through many volunteer hours by art teachers 

in the state of Ohio.   Dorothy Wackerôs artwork was submitted for 

the show by Cara Proehl, art educator at Firelands Elementary 

School.  A reception and awards ceremony will be held at the STRS 

building on Saturday, March 3rd, 2018 for the young  

artists, their families and teachers. 

2018 OHIO ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONôS  

YOUNG PEOPLEôS ART EXHIBITION 

Firelands Elementary School is proud to announce that Zoe Glowacki,  

Grade K, has had artwork chosen to be exhibited in the 2018 Ohio Art     

Education Associationôs Young Peopleôs Art Exhibition.  The exhibit      

represents Ohio students in grades kindergarten through eighth and is 

on display at Rhodes State Office Tower in Columbus, Ohio  from 

February 17th - March 16th. 

One hundred thirty pieces were selected for the juried show from the 

nine regions of the state that represent OAEA.  The exhibit is spon-

sored by the Ohio Art Education Association which is the professional 

organization for art teachers in Ohio.   OAEA works to promote the 

arts and recognizes quality student art throughout the state through 

various exhibits at state and regional levels.  The Young Peopleôs Art 

Exhibition comes about through many volunteer hours by art teachers 

in the state of Ohio.  Zoe Glowackiôs artwork was submitted for the 

show by Cara Proehl, art educator at Firelands Elementary School.  A 

reception and awards ceremony will be held at Rhodes Office Tower 

on Saturday, March 3rd, 2018 for the young artists, their families and 

teachers. 

 

PTG 

FES continues to benefit from our involved PTG (Parent Teacher 

Group). Their monthly meetings are one way to find out what is going 

on in the building and how parents can volunteer and assist. The next 

PTG meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 pm in the 

FES library. We look forward to your attendance to provide input for 

upcoming events.  

PBIS 

FES students continue to demonstrate positive behavior and Tearn 

Falcon Bucks throughout their school day. Recently students have 

been excited to purchase a chance on a raffle item. We have had 4th 

and 5th grade students win the opportunity to sit on the bench at an 

FHS Girlsô Varsity and FHS Boysô Varsity Basketball game. Various 

students have also been selected to choose a Falcon Wear item. Some 

students have won an athletic pass that they can use at FHS and 

SAMS athletic events. Other exciting opportunities for students      

include having their names posted on the sign in front of the building 

and planning a school wide spirit day. We have had a Pajama Day and 

are looking forward to Crazy Hair Day and Sport Theme Day.  

 
 

5th Grade Band 

Under the direction of Mr. Wiley and Mr. Brawley our 5th grade band 

students performed for families and friends on Monday, February 5. 

Students were able to showcase their newly learned talents. They did  

a great job.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Firelands Elementary School will have a Magazine and Cookie Dough 

Sale starting February 7 through February 16. Funds will support our 

PTGôs efforts to provide additional technology to our staff and  

students. 

Tuesday, February 14th will be classroom Valentineôs Day parties at 

2:30. The approved room parents will be able to enter the classrooms 

at 2:15 to begin set up. Please inform your classroom teacher if you 

will be attending. This will allow us to pre-ID and make the check in 

process a little quicker. 

Thursday, February 22nd will be Parent/Teacher conferences.  

Conferences will be held from 4:00-8:00 pm. Please contact your 

childôs teacher if you would like to schedule a conference.  
 

PRESCHOOL 

Firelands Schools has entered a partnership with Head Start to have a 

preschool housed at FES during the 2018-19 school year. Head Start 

will begin advertising and sending out information in the near future. 

Their staff will also attempt to be present at events (Parent Teacher 

Conferences, Firelands Showcase, and Kindergarten Registration) to 

answer questions by community members. Please feel free to contact 

Stefanie Drew, Family Health & Community Services Specialist at 

440-204-3162 or sdrew@lccaa.net if you would like more  

information.  
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PSAPE MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY, 2/20/18  

7:00 P.M. MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY  

PLEASE HAVE FORM & PAYMENT TURNED  

IN ON OR BEFORE MARCH 10th  


