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Teachers and administrators from five school districts took part in a
professional development day at Lorain County Community College.
This is the third year the professional development day for Clearview,
Columbia, Keystone, Firelands and Wellington took place. It is a
combination of smaller districts coming together with the cooperation
of LCCC to host this amazing venue for the teachers.
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ELECTRONIC GRADE CARDS – The first grading period ended on Friday, October
26th. Electronic Grade Cards are available through the Power School Parent Portal at this
time. Please contact the school counseling department with any questions, or your
child’s teacher if you have questions about their progress in class. You can access the
teacher by email directly through the Parent Portal.
GREENHAND CEREMONY – The annual FFA Greenhand Ceremony was held on
Thursday, November 15th. To be a Greenhand recipient, a student must be enrolled in
Agriculture Education and be able to demonstrate knowledge of FFA Creed, Motto,
Codes, and History. It is a ceremony that welcomes new members into the FFA Degree
program.
FIRST GRADING PERIOD HONOR/MERIT ROLL WINNERS – Firelands High
School is proud to announce first grading period Honor and Merit Award winners. The
list of students is available on the Firelands High School homepage. Proudly, 231
students earned Honor Roll status. Honor Roll students have achieved a 3.5 GPA or
above during the first grading period. Another 90 students earned Merit Roll. Merit Roll
students have earned a 3.0 to a 3.49 GPA during the first grading period. A total of 321
students have earned a 3.0 GPA or above during the first nine-weeks of the school year.
Congratulations to our Falcons who have earned the Honor or Merit Roll.
DECEMBER END-OF-COURSE TESTING – Ohio End-of-Course Exams will take
place in December for Seniors who need to retest, and students who are taking
Government during the Fall Semester. Students have been informed of their testing
venues as they look to earn the required points for graduation on the required state tests.
WINTER SPORTS ARE UPON US - Winter sports are up and rolling…almost.
Bowling has completed tryouts and FHS Wrestling officially begins on Friday,
November 9th. The FHS Boys and Girls Basketball teams have finished their tryouts
and are heading into their scrimmages. Please refer to the FHS Calendar at the FHS
website for up-to-the minute scheduling as the winter season is about to begin. Also, for
all Athletic information, please navigate to the Firelands Athletics website for your
Falcon Athletic needs.
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“If you can’t feed a hundred people, then feed just one” Mother

Our annual Holiday Preview is a way for us to say “Thank
You” to our retired FLSD Staff and local senior citizens.
Our students look forward to entertaining you!
Brunch is provided at no cost as our gift to you this Holiday
Season.
Please RSVP to Jennifer at 440-965-5821 ext 1015 or
jbutchko@firelandsschools.org by 11-30-18.
Thank you Friends of Firelands for sponsoring this event!

Sixth Grade Team Presents at the OMLA
Conference
The 6th grade team from South Amherst Middle School had the
opportunity to share their writing success with many schools from
around the state. The Ohio Middle Level Association is one of the
fasted growing professional organizations to support teachers,
administrators, parents and other middle level professionals. This
association includes over 9500 members and our very own sixth grade
team presented a break out session this October for the Fall
Conference. The team shared strategies, a strong teaming approach,
and encouragement to many districts that want to strengthen their own
cross-curricular writing programs. It was refreshing to be a source of
knowledge and motivation to districts searching for an exemplary
approach-- all the while highlighting the success happening at SAMS.

Teresa. Neither rain, nor snow, nor sickness, nor time or even lack of
money could stop the 6th grade students and the FAA from their eighth
annual Thanksgiving Service Project. Those obstacles only made the
service project that much sweeter this year. Mrs. Finnegan’s FFA
students from FHS came to SAMS on Tuesday, November 5th to teach
the students the real definition of hunger along with the statistics related
to hunger on a daily basis. This was the first part of the 6th Grade Service Project that does a small part to help raise awareness for hunger in
our district. The sixth grade students along with local families, churches
and businesses provided the food for the baskets. Finally, more than 30
Thanksgiving Food Baskets were delivered on Thursday, November 15th.
A huge THANK YOU to all that helped make this a Firelands Family
Thanksgiving, especially students, staff, members of First United
Methodist Church & Church of Open Door Vermilion Campus! Sometimes it really does take a “village”. Your generosity
continues to help educate our students on the importance of giving back
to our community.
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Dangers of E-Cigarettes/Juul
As we all know, e-cigarette use among teens and pre-teens is on the rise. One of the most popular e-cigarette devices,
called a Juul, is rapidly becoming the go-to device. What you may not know, however, is that all Juul e-cigarettes have a
high level of nicotine. A single Juul pod contains as much nicotine as a pack of (20) regular cigarettes.
Juul’s are shaped like a USB Flash Drive to help teens hide the product. This design element was quickly copied by other
manufactures for additional products, including marijuana.
As a reminder, Firelands Local School is proud to be 100% tobacco-free. The use of any tobacco product and/or any type
of e-cigarette, is strictly prohibited anywhere on school grounds.
For the health of our children, please see the following information regarding e-cigarettes and watch for these devices.
To learn more about the dangers of E-cigarettes, please log on to: https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/
electronic-cigarettes-e-cigarettes.

Lorain County Community Action Agency (LCCAA)
Head Start, the organization that provides early
childhood education at Firelands Elementary School, has
been saving plastic caps for over a year. These caps will
be melted and turned into recyclable lumber to make
benches or picnic tables. The program is through Green
Tree Plastics, ABC Partnership Project out of
Evansville, IN. This activity, incorporated with the
curriculum on recycling, taught children about green
living, taking care of their environment, and getting
families involved with the process.

I am NOT a Turkey!
By, Ava Mulica
“She did not get caught or eaten. She is happy that she got away. My Grams was kind and
nice. She loved the falcons a lot and she loved sewing, baking, and spending time with
family. She’s not a turkey, she’s my “Grams!”
Every year the second grade students disguise turkeys in hopes they will not become part of a
Thanksgiving feast. The elaborately embellished turkeys grace the hallways for their peers
and the staff at FES to enjoy. Ava Mulica chose to honor her turkey this year by disguising
her turkey in one of Firelands beloved community members, Deb Standen.
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Did you know that the Food
Service Department is self-supporting?

 Students purchasing meals is what keeps us going and

 We operate solely off the funds brought in from the sale 









of breakfast and lunches
We do not require any funding from our general funds.
All expenses; food, labor and repairs (unless very costly) are paid from the Food Service account
We are part of the NSLP (National School Lunch &
Breakfast Program) We receive Federal reimbursements
for every free, reduced and full pay meal that is sold for
breakfast as well as lunch
We also receive .335 for every meal sold, this is called
Entitlement dollars. This is used towards the purchase
of center of the plate items as well as the Department of
Defense program which is how we purchase the many
fresh fruits and vegetables we serve
Breakfast is served daily at all schools. It is available as
soon as your child arrives at school. We offer breakfast
in the classroom at the elementary. Students may eat in
the cafeteria at the High and Middle school. If approved
for meal assistance, the same status is for breakfast
Meal applications can be filled out anytime throughout
the school year. If you have a reduction in household
income or now receive SNAP or OWF, fill out an application




funded
Online meal application www.firelands.payschools.com
Online payment system – www.payschoolscentral.com
(need student i.d.)
Online menus w/nutritionals –
www.myschoolmenus.com– enter district – enter school
the link is also on the Food Service tab

 Free App- my school menus
PLEASE: If you are unsure if your child qualifies for assistant, contact me. I am here to help any way I can.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

JUDY BAUMANN / FOOD SERVICE
DIRECTOR
440-965-5821 ext. 1011
jbaumann@firelandsschools.org
I want to commend the food service staff for the
hard work they put in each day to feed our kids.
Thank You!

Congratulations to the SAMS and FES
Academic Challenge Teams that participated
in Championship Qualifier held at McCormick
Middle School in Wellington. All teams competed in
the categories of math, science, geography, current
events, and literature. The 5th/6th grade team was
victorious this year to take first place which will
qualify them for the Lorain County Academic
Challenge Championship held in December.
Good Luck 5th/6th grade Falcons!
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In the event that a change occurs to a normal school day, information
can be obtained from multiple sources. The District uses an all-call
system, emails, multiple Twitter accounts, Facebook, text alerts, and
web page banners to share important information. We recommend that
parents/guardians choose at least (2) two methods to receive information from the Firelands Local Schools.
Our communication tools include the following:
All Call Alert System:
If your telephone number or custodial information has changed, please update
your contact information through our online oneview parent portal at: https//
firelands.esvportal.com. You can access this through our Student Registration
tab on our website, www.firelandsschools.org.



If you have made a change to your phone number, our database must
be updated in order for parent calls to be initiated.

Twitter Accounts:
Follow these Twitter accounts for up-to-the-minute information!
 @FLSDSuper (Superintendent Mike Von Gunten)
 @Falcon_update (Public Relations, Jennifer Butchko)
 @Firelandstrans (Transportation Coordinator Milt Sayler)

Facebook:
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Firelands publishes a weekly blog on all community activity. If you
have a group that is active in the Firelands district, we are happy to
post information regarding events, fundraisers, open houses, etc.
You can visit the blog page at https://ffalcons.wordpress.com and
look for Community Updates.
In addition to the Community Updates, a monthly article is published regarding our Falcon Alumni. Topics covered include graduations, engagements, career changes, new businesses, birth
announcements and more.
The above information is also shared on Twitter, @Falcon_update,
and on our Facebook page, The Firelands Falcons.
To submit information please
contact Jennifer at (440) 965-5821 ext. 1015 or at:
jbutchko@firelandsschools.org
SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 2018 - 2019
It is now time to update your child’s immunizations. If your child will be entering
school for the first time, or after attending school elsewhere, please be sure to
check that he/she is in compliance with State of Ohio immunization requirements:

We have created The Official Facebook page for Firelands! Like us at The
Firelands Falcons. Visit us at https://www.facebook.com/
TheFirelandsFalcons.https://www.facebook.com/TheFirelandsFalcons to stay
connected.

Kindergarten – once your child has reached age 4, s/he can complete all required immunizations for diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus (DPT), polio (IPV), hepatitis B (HBV), measles mumps,
rubella (MMR), and varicella (chickenpox).



Grades 1-6 – same requirements as for Kindergarten

Text Alert System:



Grades 7-9 – Grades K-6 requirements plus Tdap (DPT booster) and MCV (meningococcal
vaccine)



Grades 10-11 – Grades K-6 requirements plus Tdap (received in 7th grade or later)



Grade 12 – Grades 10-11 requirements plus MCV (must be received at age 16 or older)

Parents have the option of utilizing our text alert system as well. In order to
enroll in this program, simply go to our home page at FirelandsFalcons.org
and click on the social media tab. Follow the newsletter icon and create an
account. You will receive text messages regarding school cancellations,
delays or special circumstances once enrolled.

Web Page Notifications:
Alerts will be posted on our web pages in the event that our school day will be
altered.

Email
Email notification will be sent through School Messenger. Please update
email addresses through the online portal at: https//firelands.esvportal.com.
Information will also be shared to traditional news sources. If you have any
questions or need assistance in setting up account please contact Jennifer at
(440) 965-5821 ext 1015.

Remember to bring your child’s immunization records with you when you go to your healthcare
provider or clinic. Please send a copy of the immunization record to the school nurse in your
child’s building, being sure your child’s name is on it. Don’t forget to keep a copy for yourself!
Lorain County Public Health, 9880 S. Murray Ridge Rd., Elyria, OH 44035 is now offering
immunizations (also known as vaccines) Monday through Friday, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm, with evening hours throughout the month. A full vaccine clinic schedule is available at
www.LorainCountyHealth.com. Appointments are encouraged, although walk-ins are accepted. Call 440-284-3206 for information or to make an appointment for both children and adults.
Bring all immunization records, insurance cards, and cash or check; although some children may
be eligible for discounts under the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program. All children under age
18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Note: Ask your provider about additional vaccines that are recommended for children ages 1119 such as 2nd dose of varicella (chickenpox), hepatitis A and human papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccines.
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Holiday Concert
The Firelands Music Department would like to
invite our community to the 2018 Holiday Concert
on December 14th at 7 p.m. in the high school
gymnasium. There will be performances by both
the vocal and instrumental music programs. This
will be an enjoyable evening of festive music that
the whole family can enjoy. Alumni are welcome
and encouraged to come and join in on the
performance of the Hallelujah Chorus from
Handel’s Messiah.
We look forward to seeing you there!

General Membership Meetings
Firelands Band Boosters meet on the third Tuesday of every month at
7:00 p.m. in the high school band room. Our mission is to provide
support for the Firelands Instrumental Music Program. The dates for
the 2018-2019 school year are as follows:

December 18, 2018
January 15, 2019
February 19, 2019
March 19, 2019
April 16, 2019
May 21, 2019
June 18, 2019

FIRELANDS LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT IS CURRENTLY
SEEKING APPLICANTS FOR SUBSTITUTE BUS DRIVERS,
KITCHEN, AND CUSTODIAL HELP
If you are interested in applying for any of these positions, please visit
our website at: www.firelandsschools.org and click on the
employment tab. Find the position you would like to substitute for,
then complete and submit an application. You will need to complete a
FBI & BCI criminal background check at your own expense, with
clear results before you would be considered for any substitute
positions. Contact Linda Seman at 440-965-5821 for the Criminal
Background Check application to make an appointment at the
Educational Service Center of Lorain County, or if you have any
questions.
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RED RIBBON WEEK AT FES
During the last week of October, Firelands Elementary
celebrated Red Ribbon Week, which is part of a nationwide effort to prevent substance abuse by our children. It is a week we set aside to educate students in a
developmentally appropriate way about the dangers of
drugs and alcohol, teach refusal skills, and celebrate a
drug-free lifestyle. Healthy choices are emphasized. The theme of this year’s celebration was “Life
is Your Journey, Travel Drug-Free”. Each day of the
week, students dressed to various themes, and on Friday, the day of the fall parties, each grade level dressed
related to a specific country.
Pumpkins for First Grade

The first grade teachers and students would like to give
a big shout out to Schlechter Brothers Country Harvest
for their very generous donation of 140 pumpkins. The
students measured their height, circumference, observed the texture/color, and did an experiment to see if
they would float or sink when put in water. We are
also in the process of conducting an experiment to see
how long it takes for a pumpkin to break down in soil
and watch for sprouting seeds. Many thanks to the
Schlechter family for their continued support with this
project. We appreciate it!

Celebration of Veterans
The fourth graders at Firelands Elementary welcomed
over 50 veterans to their school to present the meaning
of Veteran’s Day and the history of each of the branches of the military. The veterans in attendance were
recognized, and the students presented them with a
veteran’s hat and a bracelet showing support for their
service to our country. The audience was filled with
grandfathers, grandmothers, fathers, mothers, uncles,
aunts, and other family members that dedicated their
time to our great nation. The students and fourth grade
staff did an amazing job honoring heroes.

Academic Challenge
Congratulations to the SAMS and FES Academic
Challenge Teams that participated in a Championship
Qualifier held at McCormick Middle School in Wellington. The 7th/8th grade team competed in the categories of math, science, social studies, geography, current events, and literature. The 5th/6th grade team was
victorious this year to take first place which will qualify them for the Lorain County Academic Challenge
Championship held in December. 5th - 8th grade team
members are Jordyn Simpson, Max Dougan, Logan
Parker, Daniel Kothe, Mia Sutorius, Grace Tansey,
Andie Eberhardt, Michaela Clark, Aiden Bokulich,
Garrett Schlechter, Joe Formholtz, Trenton Jones,

Academic Challenge
Julianna Deremer, Telaysia Kraus, and Claire
Ohle. Good Luck 5th/6th grade Falcons!
Falcon Bucks
Students at FES have the opportunity to earn Falcon
Bucks for being positive and making good choices
throughout their day. They are able to receive these
from any staff members that may notice their good
choices and actions. Falcon Bucks can be spent at the
store about one time per month. Students are purchasing items, chances to enter raffles, opportunity to eat in
the Falcon Nest during lunch, and many other coupons.
We have already had two students purchase school
wide spirit days. The students were able to wear pajamas and fancy clothes already this school year. Please
ask your students how they are spending their Falcon
Bucks!

PTG
FES continues to benefit from our involved PTG
(Parent Teacher Group). Their monthly meetings are
one way to find out what is going on in the building
and how parents can volunteer and assist. The next
PTG meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 6
at 4:00 pm. We look forward to your attendance to
provide input for upcoming events. The PTG Fundraiser pick up is scheduled for November 28th.
Upcoming Events
COSI will be at FES on November 19-20. Fall Break is
November 21-23. The Not Forgotten Box Collection
will be held December 3-12. Santa Shop will be at FES
December 10-14 with evening hours on December 10.
Holiday Classroom Parties will be on December 20 at
2:30. Winter Break begins December 21.
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This year for our annual fundraiser, we would like to host a
comedy night on January 19th, 2019, at the Amherst Eagles.
Doors will open at 5:00 p.m. We will be selling tickets to the
event, which will consist of soft drinks, well beer, food raffles,
50/50 and the comedy show. Ticket prices are $25.00.
We also have a business special for $250.00, which includes a
table that seats 8 and advertisement of your business as the
centerpiece. In the past, many of our food and basket items have
donated from local businesses. Products, gift cards, food services,
or monetary donations would be greatly appreciated.

Should situations arise that necessitate district
personnel to communicate information to you regarding school closings, delays or other nonroutine or emergency situations, the district will
notify parents/guardians in the following ways:
district all-call system & email contact
 online at www.firelandsschools.org
 via Twitter at @Falcon_update
 Facebook at The Firelands Falcons


Should parental/guardian contact information
change over the year, please remember to
update your information.

Our goal is to raise money to help with athletic scholarships,
needed equipment and improvements along with other
miscellaneous items that we can help our team purchase. In the
past we have bought new wrestling mats, new basketball
backboards, new sound systems for the soccer, baseball, and
football fields, end zone camera, new soccer nets, and renovations
to the weight room and wrestling room. We appreciate your
support over the past years. Please consider donating as well as
attending our fundraiser. Every little bit counts and we greatly
appreciate your time and support.
For ticket or information, please contact the High School or
Tracy Newman at N e w m a n t 72@ g m a i l . c o m .

The Firelands Band Boosters are having a
craftshow in conjunction with our Breakfast
with Santa on December 1, 2018 at South
Amherst Middle School from 8:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. This is an event that the whole family is sure to
enjoy!
So come on out for a nice breakfast, fun with the kids, and
get some of your holiday shopping done as well!
Hope to see you there!
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Henrietta United
Methodist Church

STERKS
CATERING

Support the
Firelands Board of
Education and
help us to
maintain the
Firelands Express!

www.henriettaumc.com
“Pray For Our Children & Our
Nation”
52148 S.R. 113 (Telegraph Rd)

All Occasion Parties
Reservations:

440-233-5200
Worship Services:
9:00a.m. & 11:00a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00a.m.

(440) 775-0028
www.sterkscatering.com

Pastor Matthew Phipps
henriettaumcpastor@gmail.com

ADS ARE ONLY
$200 A YEAR!
Contact the Firelands
Board Office at
440.965.5821 for more
information.

H O LK E NB O R G
E Q UIP M E N T CO .
9513 U.S. Hwy. 250 N.
Milan, OH 44846
Toys, Clothing, Gifts,
Tractors,
Mowers, Gators

Please submit all
articles and photos to:
lseman@ firelands
schools.org

419-626-6640
“Your John Deere
Destination”
Authorized
John Deere Dealer

Firelands
Board
of Education
PRESIDENT:
Ben Gibson
440-308-7811
VICEPRESIDENT:
Mike O’Keefe
440-670-6469
Bob Danicki
440-371-6149

AUGUST 13, 2018
SEPTEMBER 10, 2018
OCTOBER 8, 2018
NOVEMBER 14, 2018
DECEMBER 10, 2018
JANUARY 14, 2019*
FEBRUARY 11, 2019*
MARCH 11, 2019*
APRIL 8, 2019*

Tom Myers
440-864-4478
Dan Pycraft
440-774-2310

The Board has a duty to protect
and promote the health and wellbeing of all students and staff. To
that end, The Board of Education
passed a resolution prohibiting
the use of all forms of tobacco,
including electronic cigarettes,
from being used at any time on
school grounds, athletics
facilities, or parking lots.

Tree Trimming,
Tree Removal
and Stump
Grinding

JUNE 10, 2019*

Since 1964
Call Edwards Tree
Service

JULY 8, 2019*

440-988-4477

*Tentative,
subject to Board approval

Owner is Firelands
Graduate of 1958

MAY 13, 2019*
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All natural grain fed freezer beef
Sold by half or quarter
945 Red Tailed Lane
Amherst $239,900
Firelands Schools!

Ron Baumann, Owner
440/653-7189

Deichler’s
Tire & Service Center

48487 State Route 113 W.
South Amherst, OH 44001

Phone 440-986-9701

12220 Gore-Orphanage
Rd.
Wakeman, OH

Phone: 440/965-4660
Jane Bradford-Battig, D.V.M.
Leonard R. Battig, D.V.M.

Natalie Iafolla,
Realtor
440-308-7336

Gary Dodson
440.320.6464

WANTED: Minimum 200300 continuous acres for

Full Service Automotive Repair

farming! We have a buyer!

Serving Firelands Since 1953

Lorain County preferred!

Making memories one H

8207 Vermilion Rd
$349,900 1.51 acres

We have 2.64
Buildable Acres
on SR 511 for
$59,900

ME at a time

Sonsee Schramm 440.897.3014
Sonseeschramm@howardhanna.com
Facebook.com/SonseeSchrammRealtor
Linkedin.com/in/Sonsee-Schramm

The Communities we serve: Amherst, Amherst Township, Birmingham, Brownhelm Township, Camden Township, Florence Township, Henrietta Township, Kipton Village, New Russia Township, South
Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Township.
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