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Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Celebrates Six

Dan Makruski,
presented by Lynn Schmitz

The Firelands Hall of Fame inducted six amazing people 
from the school community into the class of 2024. We were 
able to celebrate with a luncheon at German’s Villa and 
ceremony that followed. 

Each inductee was presented with an incredible video 
spotlighting their contributions and achievements created by 
the Firelands High School News Network and their teacher, 
Dustin Wiley. They also received a FHOF pin, blanket, and a 
beautiful laser engraved plaque. Please check out the FHOF 
Facebook page for pictures and videos. 

Once again, congratulations to Dr. Robert Baumann, 
Howard Born Sr., James Hunter, Dan Makruski, Robert Matus, 
and Susan Pete! 

submitted by Mrs. Ellen Gundersen
Vice-President, Firelands Board of Education

Member, Firelands Hall of Fame Committee Germaine Matus and Dennis Bartlett accepting for 
Robert Matus, presented by

Lori Kniesel (posthumous induction)

Sue Pete,
presented by Tony Caldwell

Kathy Thomas and Patricia Phillips accepting for
Sgt. James Hunter, presented by Mrs. Laurie Beran 

(posthumous induction)

Dr. Robert Baumann, 
presented by Will Schlechter

Howard “Butch” Born accepting for 
Howard Born, Sr., presented by Marty 

Whitney (posthumous induction)
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The Ohio Governor’s 
Youth Art Exhibition, now in 
its 54th year, is dedicated to 
the educational and artistic 
advancement of our talented 
young people in the state of 
Ohio. The exhibition is open 
to all of Ohio’s 1,112 public 
and private high schools that 
are chartered by the State of 
Ohio Department of Education. 
Regional judging took place 
online in March and only 226 of 
1266 entries were selected to 
advance to state judging. 

Juniors Aiden Bokulich, 
Bella Meier and Mia Streby and 

senior Mandy DeWitt each took 
a chance and entered work. 
FHS junior Aiden Bokulich 
entered the maximum of 5 per 
student and improved this year 
with four works advancing to 
state competition. Mia Streby’s 
stained-glass window also 
advanced to state judging.

There were 8113 entries 
from 3,000 Ohio students, and 
only 1,300 advanced from the 
15 regions to state judging. In 
March state jurors then selected 
319 for the actual exhibition, 
with the top 25 receiving the 
Governor’s Award of Excellence. 
Scholarships are offered to 
seniors by over 30 universities 
and colleges of art. Three 
of Aiden’s works have been 
selected for the state show this 
year. A digital illustration “David 
and Goliath” and a traditional 
pen and ink drawing “History 
Preserved” will be on display in 
the Rhodes Office Tower. His 
delicate sculpture “Elegy” has 
been selected for private display 
in the Ohio Department of 
Education & Workforce office. 

Bokulich Continues Streak at Governor’s Youth Art Event
The exhibition opened on 

April 21st after the awards 
program at the Riffe Center 
Capitol Theatre where Aiden was 
honored on-stage. The exhibition 
is located in the Rhodes Office 
Tower in downtown Columbus 
and runs through May 17. Learn 
more about the competition here: 
https://www.govart.org/index.
htm.

The Governor’s show is 
the toughest competition art 
students face. The only 4 
other high schools in Lorain 
County with works in the state 
exhibition are Amherst Steele, 
Avon, JVS and North Ridgeville. 
Firelands has steadily attempted 
exhibition over the years. In 
2004 Jammie Kizzee (‘04) had 
a sculpted coffee table in the 
state exhibition with “Top 25” 
distinction. Jodie Krueger (‘05) 
also had a painting selected for 
the 2004 state show. Students 
over the years have advanced 
from regional jurying like Nick 
Ritzic (‘10), Evan Kangas (‘12), 
John Sapienza (‘13) and Bailey 
Borer (‘19) but fell short of state 

exhibition. In 2022 Aiden had 2 
works pass regional jurying but 
did not make the state selection. 
In 2023 Aiden had 2 sculptures 
in the state show. This year 
Firelands improved with more art 
students entering, more making 
it past regional judging, and 3 
works in the state show. 

Submitted by Mrs. Laura Tawil
FHS Art Teacher

Clockwise from top left: Sculpture “Farmer Lee Jones” by Aiden Bokulich
“Real King” Stained Glass Window by Mia Streby
“David and Goliath” Digital Illustration by Aiden Bokulich
“Elegy” Sculpture by Aiden Bokulich
Pen and ink drawing “History Preserved” by Aiden Bokulich

https://www.govart.org/index.htm
https://www.govart.org/index.htm
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Purple Star Award Continues Kindergarten Registration
Fall 2024 Kindergarten 

registration began March 1st for 
district residents. Screening is 
in May, and Safety Town is July 
8-10. Students must be registered 
for kindergarten before attending 
screening and Safety Town.

Children must be 5 years old 
by August 1st. Families should 
prepare to upload or drop off 
the following documents: parent 
or guardian I.D. cards; student 
birth certificate; up to date 
immunization records; and two 
proof of residency documents (see 
list on website). Other documents 
may be needed including custody 
papers, special needs or gifted 

The Ohio Department of 
Education has once again 
declared Firelands High School, 
Firelands Middle School and 
Firelands Elementary School as 
renewed Purple Star buildings.

The Purple Star Award is 
earned for military-friendly 
schools. Ohio’s military-
connected youth requires 
additional support measures 
and the renewal states that we 
are meeting the academic and 
social emotional needs of these 
students. The state of Ohio has 
declared that Firelands Local 
Schools continues to show a 
commitment to students and 

The Lorain County JVS 
Greenhouse is happy to be 
opening its doors for its spring 
sale that begins on Monday, April 
29. Normal operating hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 am 
to 10:00 am and noon to 1:30 
pm.

Devon Wiles (pictured below), 
an LCJVS/Firelands student in 
the Landscape and Greenhouse 
Management program, is excited 
to welcome the community into 
the greenhouse for this annual 
sale. “I love working with the 
customers. That is my favorite 
part of sales, is meeting with 
people and trying to help them 
find exactly what they are looking 
for.”

A wide variety of flowers, 
hanging baskets, 4-inch pots, 
flower pouches, perennials, 
vegetables, and trays of flowers 
will be available for purchase. 
Prices start at $3.00 and depend 
on size and variety.

The greenhouse will be 
closed on Thursday, May 2, 
and Friday, May 3, so students 
may participate in the State FFA 
Convention in Columbus, Ohio.

The greenhouse will be 
open for Mother’s Day sales on 
Saturday, May 11 from 8:00 am 

LCJVS Greenhouse Opens

their families that are connected 
to the US Military.

Each building has designated 
individuals who will support 
children of military parents.

*FES: Mrs. Sun Choe 
*FMS: Mrs. Cara Hutchinson 
*FHS: Mr. Rick Skoczen 
In addition, we have created 

a website that provides helpful 
information if you are part of a 
military family.

Not only are we proud of the 
recognition but more importantly, 
we are honored to serve 
these special members of our 
community!

from the Firelands Blog

documentation, or residency 
affidavits. 

To begin, please visit www.
firelandsschools.org and click 
on ENROLL. Registration is 
completed online through our 
Final Forms platform. Parents 
and guardians create their parent 
account (or log into their current 
account) and then add the student 
for 2024-2025. A series of forms 
are included and there is space 
for documents to be uploaded. 
The Board Office will be available 
by phone or appointments can be 
scheduled if needed. Please call 
440-965-5821 for help.

to noon.
The Lorain County JVS 

Landscape and Greenhouse 
Management program students 
manage and operate the 
greenhouse and look forward to 
serving the community during 
this spring sale.

For more information contact 
Beth Berthold, Landscape and 
Greenhouse Management 
instructor, at 440-774-1051, ext. 
22377, or at bberthold@lcjvs.net.

Lorain County JVS is located 
at 15181 State Route 58 in 
Oberlin.

submitted by Ms. Cheryl Fridenstine
LCJVS PR/Marketing Coordinator

https://ffalcons.wordpress.com?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=4e18ce4c4f9533453d60ba57beaa56bb445ff131d1a0fba31afe783a3eb5f28a&blog_id=57946349&post_id=30810&user_id=0&subs_id=362353984&signature=ed0f45d4ef55cc6e01d3fd2759071571&email_name=new-post&user_email=sschaefer@firelandsschools.org&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZmFsY29ucy53b3JkcHJlc3MuY29tLzIwMjQvMDQvMTYvZmxzZC1wdXJwbGUtc3Rhci1zdGF0dXMtcmVuZXdlZC9zY2hvZUBmaXJlbGFuZHNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZw=
https://ffalcons.wordpress.com?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=b7379c88275846b4a0b5eb9a9d2544df65ce1f01a0faa26cfd8f2ea2b98a0361&blog_id=57946349&post_id=30810&user_id=0&subs_id=362353984&signature=9c90136fb54ba1065c817c2d18718c8a&email_name=new-post&user_email=sschaefer@firelandsschools.org&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZmFsY29ucy53b3JkcHJlc3MuY29tLzIwMjQvMDQvMTYvZmxzZC1wdXJwbGUtc3Rhci1zdGF0dXMtcmVuZXdlZC9jaHV0Y2hpbnNvbkBmaXJlbGFuZHNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZw=
https://ffalcons.wordpress.com?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=92cd958107acfaf73e20b536a64c70bc0fd5c2658f7f7d8800e2ebaa3634db9b&blog_id=57946349&post_id=30810&user_id=0&subs_id=362353984&signature=b728dd416dc31d2d54c10d7fc1b16b38&email_name=new-post&user_email=sschaefer@firelandsschools.org&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZmFsY29ucy53b3JkcHJlc3MuY29tLzIwMjEvMDkvMDcvcHVycGxlLXN0YXItcmVuZXdhbC9yY2xhcmljb0BmaXJlbGFuZHNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZw=
https://ffalcons.wordpress.com?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=ef441c78a7c83c64da786576a11c99589798cbecb526b7e060113f4d010f3a7f&blog_id=57946349&post_id=30810&user_id=0&subs_id=362353984&signature=bbd7b76d3e7dbf137f90ff85d35b2c77&email_name=new-post&user_email=sschaefer@firelandsschools.org&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9mZmFsY29ucy53b3JkcHJlc3MuY29tLzIwMjQvMDQvMTYvZmxzZC1wdXJwbGUtc3Rhci1zdGF0dXMtcmVuZXdlZC9yc2tvY3plbkBmaXJlbGFuZHNzY2hvb2xzLm9yZw=
https://ffalcons.wordpress.com?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=c94323eef7e6dbda851bb732e8bfe4755cf6722ee51375a293400a7b0d62dba5&blog_id=57946349&post_id=30810&user_id=0&subs_id=362353984&signature=f7945e34cbb5eb3cab7f29da5b897120&email_name=new-post&user_email=sschaefer@firelandsschools.org&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyZWxhbmRzc2Nob29scy5vcmcvTWlsaXRhcnlGYW1pbHlJbmZvcm1hdGlvbi5hc3B4
mailto:bberthold@lcjvs.net
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Firelands Middle School News
It is hard to believe that 

we are in the last quarter of 
the school year. We are busy 
planning for class trips, National 
Junior Honor Society Induction 
ceremony, 5th grade tours, and 
8th grade bridging. 

State testing started in mid-
April. We wish our students 
the best of luck and we know 
that they will demonstrate their 
knowledge, determination, and 
perseverance as they tackle the 
tests. 

The National Junior Honor 
Society held a Penny War and 
raised $675.00 to donate to the 
Animal Protective League. The 
8th grade won the contest and will 

have a popcorn party! The NJHS 
also created 20 blankets for the 
Genesis House. I am so proud of 
the generosity demonstrated by 
our students. Thank you to Mrs. 
Radanovich for the hard work 
and endless hours of counting 
and rolling those coins!

Our choir students did a great 
job on the annual musical, The 
Little Mermaid. The students 
work so hard to prepare for the 
production and a huge shout out 
to Mrs. Johnson and her crew for 
a job well done! 

Spring sports will be wrapping 
up in the next few weeks and I 
am sure that summer leagues 
will be starting up soon, further 

Congratulations to the 
following FMS band students 
who participated in Lorain 
County’s 40th annual Middle 
School Honors Band. 
Participating students were 
selected based upon teacher 
recommendation.

First Row: Cecelia Howells, 
Amelia Branco, Chloe Card, Ben 
Smith, Nyomi Colon.

Second Row: Lyla Keathley, 
Jennifer Keets, Brooklyn Krupp, 
Regan Viock, Vivian Braley, 
Morgan Parker, Sofia Aunspaw, 
Cole Deitz.

Third Row: Jonathan Golden, 
Landon Zarrelli, Ben Avolt, Aaron 
Powers, Alex Flores, Spencer 
Meyer, Levi Carstensen.

The students rehearsed with 
other middle school students 
selected from various other 
schools from Lorain County and 
performed a concert Wednesday, 
March 20th at Keystone High 
School. They all did an awesome 
job representing the Firelands 
community.

Our FMS band students are 
under the direction of Mr. Mike 
Brawley.

from the Firelands Blog

Congratulations to the 
FMS Honors Choir Students 
who participated in the Lorain 
County’s 40th annual Middle 
School Honors Choir Festival. 
Students prepared five songs 
with a guest clinician and 
over 135 students from seven 
different Lorain County Schools. 
The students performed the next 
evening in front of parents and 
friends at Keystone High School. 

Here are the individuals 
who participated: Addison 

Walters, Austin Ludwig, Brayden 
Whitaker, Claire Hasley, Connor 
Watchorn, Emma Wotton, 
Garrison Lee, Grace Rice, 
Isabella Cooper, Jubilee Hoch, 
Kendall Bachman, Kendall 
Novak, Lauryn Cain, Layla 
Caraballo, Layla McGuire, Logan 
Fuhrman, Mason Mitchell, Mollie 
Akers, Stella Evans, and Valerie 
Hable

The FLSD Choir students are 
led by Mrs. Wendy Johnson.

from the Firelands Blog

FMS Honors Choir FMS Honors Band

demonstrating how quickly this 
year is ending.

May is our busiest month as 
we wrap up state testing and 
conduct our final benchmark 
assessments which will drive 
our decisions for FIRE classes 
in the fall. In addition, we will 
be finalizing our schedule, 
scheduling classes for students, 
having our awards assembly, 
and all the end of year fun! Our 
6th grade students will go to 
Beulah Beach, 7th grade students 
will go to Put-In-Bay and the 8th 
graders will go to Philadelphia. 

Submitted by Mrs. Cara M. Hutchinson
FMS Principal

Yearbooks!
Attention

Firelands Middle School 

Yearbook Pre-Order Sale April 15 to 
May 16

Go to RipchoStudios.com/Yearbooks
Online Ordering Code:  ybfirems24

For Frequently asked questions go to:
http://www.ripchostudio.com/faq

For immediate questions please call 
our Customer Service Department at 
(216) 631-0664 Ext 28 or Toll Free 

(800) 686-7427 Ext. 28.
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Food Service News - End of Year Information

Teaching artists are visiting 
classrooms again this year at 
FES! The programming, which 
is provided by The Center for 
Arts-Inspired Learning, is paid 
for by a generous grant from the 
Firelands Endowment, along 
with a Martha Holden-Jennings 
Grant. Each grade level had 
the opportunity to choose the 
program that was the best fit 
for their students, goals, and 
standards. 

Kindergartners will use their 
bodies and minds in creative 
movement with storytelling 
during the program SEL and 
Literacy with Yoga & Creative 
Dramatics by Kulture Kids. 
With Sign Stage’s Signing Dr. 
Seuss, an artist and program 
combination that has been 
a tradition for first graders 
at FES, students will use 
American Sign Language to 
communicate stories. Second 
graders will also experience 
a Sign Stage program, 
Gesture Communication, in 
which they will improve non-

verbal communication skills 
through gesture, mime, and 
improvisation.  

In third grade, reading, art, 
science, and social-emotional 
learning will be supported 
through a project called Clay 
Animal Sculptures. In fourth 
grade, through the program A 
School of Origami Fish, math 
and art learning standards will 
be combined by Oberlin artist 
James Peake of Fold Space 
Origami Studio.  

Students in fifth grade will 
work with Lake Erie Ink in a 
program called Character, 
Conflict, Action! – A Play-Writing 
Workshop, in which they will 
write and perform their own 
plays, while learning about 
character development, dramatic 
conflict, and stage directions.

We are grateful for the 
funding we received to provide 
this programming and looking 
forward to these unique 
experiences for our students! 

submitted by Mrs. Teresa Dempsey
FLSD Gifted Coordinator

Visiting Artists Inspire FES

     ACCOUNT INFORMATION: 
All remaining money (positive 
and negative) on accounts 
will roll over to the next school 
year. If you have a senior with 
a positive balance, there is a 
form to complete for transfer, 
refund or donation. You can 
move remaining money to a 
siblings account or donate to 
help other students. Go to the 
Food Service page for more 
information. If your senior has 
money left on their account 
and you do not contact me via 
the survey or phone call, the 
remaining money will be put 
on a siblings account or the 
donation account if no sibling. If 
seniors have $5.00 or less the 
cashier can refund money as 
long as they have money in their 

register. If you complete or have 
already completed the survey, I 
will turn in the paperwork to the 
treasurer’s office at the end of 
the year.     
     NEGATIVE ACCOUNTS: All 
negative accounts must be paid 
now or the balance will remain 
on the students account.  Any 
accounts that are not taken care 
of will eventually be added to the 
school fees owed.     
     SCHOOL FEES: Students 
that qualify for free meals DO 
NOT automatically qualify for 
waived instructional fees. It is 
the responsibility of the parent 
or guardian to sign and return 
the Direct Certification letter 
or the meal application so this 
information can be shared with 
the school secretaries so fees 

can be waived.   
     NEW 6TH GRADERS: 5th 
grade moving to 6th grade – You 
will have many meal options 
to choose from. A meal can 
be bundled at your choice of 
station and this is for all students 
regardless of meal status. Look 
at “My School Menus” and it will 
show what is offered at each 
station. A complete breakfast 
requires a serving of fruit and 
a complete lunch requires a 
serving of fruit or a vegetable or 
you may get 2 of each. Breakfast 
is offered daily at the Grille 
station. 
     MEAL ASSISTANCE: An 
updated application must be 
completed every school year.  
Do this before October 14th if 
your child qualified this year 

so there is no interruption of 
benefits. If you receive a Direct 
Certification letter at any time, 
you must sign and return the 
letter to get the instructional 
school fees waived. If your child 
qualified for meal assistance, the 
approved status for this year will 
roll over for the first 30 operating 
days of the 2024-2025 school 
year. If you have not updated an 
application by October 14th then 
the meal status that has carried 
over will change to full pay and 
any charged meals are your 
responsibility.  

Please contact Mrs. Baumann if 
you have any questions. 

440-965-4255 ext. 3097
Jbaumann@firelandsschools.org
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Firelands Elementary School News & Information
Camp Invention is June 11-14

Camp Invention is back 
at Firelands Elementary 
School! This year’s camp is a 
4-day camp, so the day is a little 
longer. It is from 8:30-4:00. If you 
need before or after care, it is 
available for an extra cost.

We also have scholarship 
money available to help defray 
the cost of the program. You can 
email or text to get the link. If 
you do not need the scholarship 
you can register on the website 
(campinvention.org). 

Please reach out to Nancy 
Mitchell at 216-407-6155 or 
mitchell3206@gmail.com. 

Spelling Bee Results
On March 6th, 23 third and 

fourth grade students had an 
opportunity to show off their 
spelling skills at the District 
Spelling Bee at Firelands 
Elementary School. They worked 
incredibly hard to study their 
word list for this competition. 

The top 3 winners received a 
trophy for their accomplishments 
and were invited to represent our 
district at the 3rd and 4th grade 
Lorain County Spelling Bee on 
April 11th. The winners at FES 
included: 3rd place, Millie Luce; 
2nd place, Julian DiFilippo; 
and 1st place, Emerson Beal. 

Emerson, Julian, and Millie 
represented our district at the 
3rd & 4th Grade Lorain County 
Spelling Bee with Emerson 
earning third place in the county! 

On March 13th, 8 fifth graders 
and 9 sixth graders participated 
in the District Spelling Bee 
at Firelands Elementary. The 
students also worked hard 
studying the published spelling 
words with the hope of becoming 
the fifth and sixth grade Spelling 
Bee champion. The top three 
winners were given a trophy for 
their achievement. 

The winners included: 3rd 
place, Samuel Stephens; 2nd 
place, Jonah Deem; and 1st 
place, Ian Elkin. At the county 
bee for 5th and 6th graders, 
Jonah Deem took third place!

We are so proud of them 
for their bravery and resilience! 
Congratulations to all spellers for 
a job well done!

Art Club
FES would like to thank and 

recognize Casey Fleet and our 

5th graders that participated 
in our Art Club. They were 
also assisted by Mrs. Rebecca 
Brown (parent). The projects 
turned out well. Some of the 
students worked on a mosaic or 
tessellation project.

FES PTG
Firelands Elementary is very 

lucky to have an active PTG 
(Parent Teacher Group). Parents 
of FES students are encouraged 
to become involved with this 
group. 

They meet monthly and find 
ways to further enrich the FES 
environment for all our students. 
They are actively planning 
events for the students.  Feel 
free to reach out to them to see 
how you can assist. You can find 
them on Facebook (Firelands 
Elementary School PTG). Their 
scheduled meetings will be held 

on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 in the FES Library 
or via zoom. 

Upcoming Dates 

May 8, 7:00 pm....................PTG Meets

May 13, 5:30 pm...............BOE Meeting

May 15.........................Grade 2 Concert
(see below)

May 21.............Kindergarten Screening
(appointments have been made)

May 28................Day of Awesomeness

May 29, 6:30 pm...5th Gr. Band Concert

June 4......................................Field Day

June 7.................. Last Day for Students

submitted by Mrs. Laura Groboske
FES Assistant Principal

mailto:mitchell3206@gmail.com
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Logan Bass, member of BSA 
Troop 450 in Birmingham, is a 
senior at Firelands. He earned 
his Eagle in December 2023. 
His Eagle Scout project was to 
improve the discus throwing area 
at the Firelands High School 
Track. 

He added rocks to the 
throwing staging areas to 
minimize the mud and wetness 
that could impact the throwers. 
He led Scouts and volunteers 
with some excavating, manual 
digging, rock distribution, and 
cleaning up of the track storage 
barn. He plans on going to The 
Ohio State University to study 
Political Science and then onto 
Law school.  

Danny Dempsey, a member 
of Troop 427 in Amherst and a 
senior at FHS, recently earned 

the rank of Eagle. During his 
scouting career, he earned 38 
merit badges, 21 of which are 
required to reach the rank of 
Eagle. For his Eagle project, 
he decided to give back to his 
troop’s charter organization, the 
Amherst VFW, by refurbishing 
the grounds and parking areas 
on the property. 

He led scouts and volunteers 
in cutting trees and overgrowth, 
collecting trash, and removing 
several truckloads of debris 
from the property. Danny plans 
to attend college in the fall at 
LCCC, where he has earned a 
two-year Trustee Scholarship. 

Daniel Hartung is a senior at 
Firelands and member of BSA 
Troop 450 in Birmingham.   He 
earned his Eagle in December 
of 2023. His Eagle Scout 

project was to raise money to 
place a recycled flagpole and 
to upgrade the landscaping at 
the Wakeman Masonic Lodge. 
The Lodge provides fundraising 
to help people in need in their 
community. 

He coordinated workdays for 
scouts and volunteers to help 
with landscaping, painting, pea 
gravel distribution, and digging. 
Daniel has many interests and 
plans on exploring his options 
after high school.

John Kovach, FHS Class 
of 2023, earned his Eagle in 
August 2023 as a member of 
Birmingham BSA Troop 450. 
His Eagle Project was to refresh 
the pet walking area at the 
Friendship APL in Elyria. 

He led volunteers and scouts 
in the clearing, edging, and 
graveling of the pet walking area. 
He is currently at BGSU where 
he is studying medical laboratory 
science.

Garrett Schlechter is a senior 
at Firelands and a member of 
Birmingham BSA Troop 450. He 
earned his Eagle in November 
of 2023. His Eagle Scout Project 

was to raise funds and then 
purchase a bike repair station for 
the North Coast Inland Trail in 
Kipton Ohio. He led volunteers 
and scouts in the placement 
of the concrete pad and the 
installation and stabilization of 
the station. 

After graduation, Garrett 
plans on attending OSU at ATI 
where he will study Agribusiness 
Management. 

The Birmingham Eagle 
Scouts would also like to thank 
all of their family and friends 
who donated to their Eagle 
projects as well as Schlechter 
Brothers Country Harvest, Born 
Implement, Kyle’s Excavating, 
and Don Mould’s Plantation.

Danny Dempsey would like to 
recognize Mr. Chase Ritenauer, 
General Manager of Republic 
Services, for his willingness 
to donate to the project by 
collecting over 60 bags of yard 
waste from the VFW.  He would 
also like to thank all of his 
volunteer workers.

Thank you to Judith Hartung and 
Teresa Dempsey for submitting information 
for this article. 

Local Scouts Soar to Eagle Rank

Pictured from left to right are Garrett Schlechter, Logan Bass, 
Daniel Hartung, Danny Dempsey, and John Kovach.
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Firelands High School News and Information

We celebrated our annual 
FFA Week with spirit days 
throughout the week, culminating 
in Tractor Day on Friday. We 
had a huge turnout this year 
with students braving the cold 
weather to show off their wheels! 
On Friday, students had the 
opportunity to participate in the 
Barnyard Olympics along with a 
Cornhole Tournament. We ended 
the day with a pep rally where 
students competed by class in 
event such as barrel racing and 
donut eating.  

At the end of March, we took 
a group of 88 juniors and seniors 
to Washington DC where they 
were able to tour the Capitol 
Building, several memorials, 
the Smithsonians, and had 
a moonlight dinner cruise (in 
the rain). The students had a 
wonderful time and were very 
interested in learning more 
about the historical significance 
of many of the sights. It rained 
for much of the trip, but this was 
balanced by the beautiful cherry 
blossoms that were in bloom 
and the positive attitudes of all 
the students. I am very proud of 
our students at Firelands High 
School and feel fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to share this 
experience with them.

While many of our students 
were in DC, another group 
had the opportunity to travel to 
France with two of our teachers! 
Thank you to Mrs. Tawil and 
Mme. Rice for providing our 
students with this enriching 
experience! (more below)

We began state testing after 
break with the administration of 

     The French and Art students 
visited the cities of Paris, 
Strasbourg, and Lyon where they 
learned many fascinating 
historical facts and cultural 
practices of France and the 
French. They also learned 
about art and architecture while 
visiting several museums, 
cathedrals, and buildings from 
different time periods throughout 
French history. Some were 
even adventurous enough to try 
snails, a French delicacy. C’était 
magnifique!!

submitted by Mme. Jaime Rice
FHS French Teacher

Yearbooks!
Attention

Firelands High School 

Yearbooks Deadline is June 3rd

Order online through Jostens.com

Yearbooks can be picked up in the 
school next fall (for underclassmen)
or shipped to your home during the 

summer (for an extra fee, and a 
requirement for all seniors).

the ELA II exam. This is the first 
of six total exams that students 
must take as required by the 
State of Ohio.  We will be testing 
in Algebra, Geometry, Biology, 
US History, and US Government 
of the course of the next few 
weeks.  

Congratulations to Zoe 
Klingshirn who is the ninth grade 

winner in the competition for the 
Stop the Hate essay contest run 
by the Maltz Museum! Zoe was 
awarded her first-place prize 
on April 3rd where she had the 
chance to read her essay aloud 
at the awards ceremony. Way to 
go Zoe!

Submitted by Ms. Cathy Keener
FHS Principal
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Great venue to celebrate 
your 2024 graduation, birthday, 
showers, retirement parties and 
more! For rental information 
contact: William Jones at 
440-522-4014 or e-mail 
southridgehallrental@gmail.com.  
South Ridge Hall, 110 West Main 
St., South Amherst

   You’re invited to join the South 
Amherst Historical Society starting 
on the third Thursday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. for coffee, 
sweets, and conversation. We will 
be at the South Ridge Hall, 110 
West Main St., South Amherst. 
Coffee & Friends make the best 
blend!

submitted by Lynn Schmitz
South Amherst Historical Society 

Attention Seniors!
Any senior who has  parents 

or grandparents that graduated 
from South Amherst High School 
are eligible to apply for a $500.00 
scholarship.

GOLFGOLF

OUTINGOUTING

4 Man Scramble 18 holes ~ Includes
Cart, Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner
plus Beverages

6TH ANNUAL

A 501C(3) ORGANIZATION

50-50 Raffle, Prizes, and Course
Challenges!

Sponsorship Opportunities Available

Carlisle Golf Course * 39709 Slife Rd * Grafton, OH

21 and over
 $100/GOLFER

7:30AM
CHECK IN

SUNDAY
SHOTGUN START

8:30AM

REGISTRATION : Mike O'Keefe @ okeefe24@icloud.com 
or 440-670-6469

AUGUST 4, 2024

Supporting students & community

Supporting FirelandsSupporting Firelands

South Amherst Scholarship
Available - Apply Now!

The scholarship must be used 
for college or a trade school.

Call Jerry Bozicevich at 440-
773-5546 or 440-988-5410 for an 
application. Two scholarships will 
be given out. Good luck!

South Ridge
Hall Available

Coffee & 
Friends

The Firelands High School Art 
students were invited to submit 
art depicting the upcoming Lorain 
County Bicentennial, which will 
be May 24, 1824-2024. The art 
was entered into an art contest 
and the winners will have their 
art displayed at the Bicentennial 
celebration.

Firelands High School 
students swept the contest! 
Please help us in congratulating 
Ava Zingales (1st place), Brigid 

Zeise (2nd place), and Maggie 
Tansey (third place) on their 
submissions and placement! 
Each work will be printed on 
commemorative envelopes that 
can be purchased and cancelled 
on the date of the event, May 24, 
2024. 

The upcoming event will be 
held in Ely Square in Elyria. 
Watch for additional information 
to be shared!

from the Firelands Blog

FLSD is proud to announce 
that Mr. Wiley, FHS Broadcast 
Teacher, received a $6,150 
Firelands Endowment Grant!

Broadcasting classes have 
been in operation for less than 
2 short years. The broadcasting 
studio was designed and 
installed in the new high 
school and has been growing 
ever since. Students in these 
classes are responsible for the 
production of video stories as 

well as special interest and 
documentary projects including 
script writing, video recording, 
and video editing. In the second 
class, students plan and execute 
hands-on assignments in the 
areas of camera operation, 
audio systems, pre-production, 
studio operations, control room 
operations, visual effects and 
graphics, and copyright laws.

 Students collaborate 
with their peers to produce 

Bicentennial Art Winners

Mr. Wiley Awarded Grant Funding for Broadcasting Classes
a final product weekly. The 
FHS Broadcasting students 
gain an understanding of 
both pre-production, on-air, 
and post production roles 
and responsibilities of news 
broadcasting.

In an effort to increase 
student access to the technology 
necessary for the broadcasting 
program, Mr. Wiley has taken 
the initiative to look for additional 
funding sources. Recently, 
he recognized the need for 2 
additional cameras to allow 
multiple teams of students 
to work independently. The 
Firelands Endowment funded his 
grant request for 2 new cameras, 
tripods, and a carrying case!

Mr. Wiley stated, “the funding 
of this project will expand our 
community engagement through 
our broadcasting program. The 
funding will give our students 
the tools necessary to expand 
our reach and in turn keep our 
community informed on what is 
happening in our schools.”

Take a look at the latest news 
story from The Firelands News 
Network by visiting YouTube @
firelandsnewsnetwork4214.

from the Firelands Blog
Mrs. Jennifer Butchko

mailto:southridgehallrental@gmail.com
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EDWARDS 
TREE SERVICE & LANDCLEARING

Over 57 Years Experience and Modern Equipment
 Will Save You Money

Professional Pruning
Tree & Stump Removal
127’ Crane
75’ & 89’ aerial lifts

Senior discounts
Workers comp

Bonded & Insured
24-hr Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES
988-4477 or

1-800-686-4430

3 Generations of Firelands Graduates

Reverend
Theresa Carter

Henrietta United Methodist Church
Are you looking for
a church that will

welcome you wherever 
you may be in your life? 
Services are Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. Come join us!

52148 S.R. 113 Amherst
440.965.2400

www.henriettaumc.org
see us on Facebook

CALL C & T’s RENTAL
440-985-9334 Dennis Stock or 440-670-4096 Mike

Chairs, Tables & Tents for Every Occasion!
Lowest Prices Guaranteed!

Chairs - 50 cents per chair              
Tables - $5 each
Tents -  20 x 20 = $75   
               20 x 30 = $100  
               20 x 40 = $125

  Tent Set Up Available $40
$150 Package Includes 

one 20 x 20 Tent, 64 
Chairs, 8 Tables and 

2 sides for Tent LAWNMOVER REPAIR
PICKUP &
DELIVERY

440-965-4912

  www.504sportfi shing.com                     facebook: @504sportfi shing

504 Sportfi shing Lake Erie Charter

Ryan Pettry
USCG Licensed
Captain

440-935-4983
sportfi shing504

@yahoo.com

      HTPwashing@gmail.com * facebook: HomeTownPowerWashing

HOMETOWN
POWER WASHING

 Roof Treatment  *  Gutter Cleaning  *  Gutter Wash        
    House Wash  *  Surface Cleaning

Residential & Commercial                       

440-315-0738
 John Wheaton

Thank you to our advertisers! Your support helps 
offset the price of producing the Express!

GOOD NIGHTS IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO BUILD BEDS FOR KIDS
“Every child deserves a good nights sleep.”

Did you know you can work with Good Knights if you are looking to complete 
community service hours? Volunteer opportunities include building beds, 

delivering beds, and setting up linen packages. 
Go to goodknightsoflc.org/volunteer/ for more information.

LEOTA BETTCHER
HALL 1st ANNUAL

STEAK FRY

MAY 11TH
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

$30.00

50/50
CORN HOLE

RAFFLES

Call for tickets:
Stefanie 440.225.1527
Debby 440.320.6841

All proceeds to benefit 
Leota Bettcher Hall

Your ad here for 
just $220 per year! 

It’s as easy as 
emailing sschaefer@
firelandsschools.org
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Find out how a career tech education 
will help you find your success! 

Find your

APPLY TODAY!SCAN ME

Lorain County JVS
15181 State Route 58
Oberlin, Ohio 44074

www.lcjvs.com

Success!

There is still time to apply
for the 2024/25 school year.



CEDARSIDE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
12220 Gore-Orphanage Rd.

Wakeman, Ohio
Phone:  440/965-4660

Jane Bradford-Battig, D.V.M.  
Leonard R. Battig, D.V.M.  

T H E  F I R E L A N D S  E X P R E S ST H E  F I R E L A N D S  E X P R E S S

FATHER AND SON
SEPTIC SERVICES
**INSTALLATION EXPERTS**

Septic & Aeration Systems
Cleaned, Installed & Repaired

Call (440) 965-580048487 TELEGRAPH ROAD IN SOUTH AMHERST

DEICHLER’S... NOW THAT’S A NAME YOU CAN TRUST!

805 Patriot Drive
Suite C
Wellington, OH 44090
Bus 440-647-4600

peggy@peggykarolak.com

Peggy Karolak Agency

928 Amchester Drive
Amherst, OH 44001
Bus 440-282-2250

www.peggyismyagent.com

Making Memories One Home At A Time

Sonsee Schramm
Sales Associate

Offi ce: (440) 282-8002
Cell: (440) 897-3014

Facebook: SonseeSchrammRealtor
sonseeschramm@howardhanna.com

1711 Cooper Foster Park Rd.
Amherst,OH  44001

Who better to help you sell your home than someone from your own community?

F A L C O N  S T R O N GF A L C O N  S T R O N G

Next 
Board of 

Education 
meetings:

May 13
June 10

July 8
August 12

Ad space available on page 10! Email sschaefer@firelandsschools.org

Steve 
Schmittle
Financial 
Advisor

20 South Main Street
Oberlin, OH 44074-1627

440-775-4357  

Fax 888-204-0358
Toll-Free 800-755-4944
www.edwardjones.com

Max 
Schmittle
Financial 
Advisor

steve.schmittle@edwardjones.com
max.schmittle@edwardjones.com

Representing all major carriers 

Registered Hereford Cattle 
All Natural Freezer Beef

Brian  (419) 651-0978 
Lisa  (440) 320-6193

ohioherefordlady@yahoo.com

The Swanzer Agency Realtors 

'75'03 '97 '04

**********Your Firelands Falcon Real Estate Connec�on**********************************************

Josh Hammond 
440‐506‐1036 

Are You Buying or Selling Homes or Land in Firelands?************************************* 

Use a Falcon to Sell or Buy! We know and Love the Area! We Grew Up Here! 

Aaron Gall 
440‐984‐1250 

Billy Swanzer 
440‐258‐8209 

Bill Swanzer 
440‐258‐4104 

'00
Cory Swanzer 
440‐574‐0297 

Amherst Downtown 
Business District Building

Invest in a building that gets 
returns immediately! The 
second fl oor could possibly be 
fi nished for additional income.
$189,000.
 
Call Today!

   Gary Dodson 440-320-6464 & Natalie Iafolla 440-308-7336


