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Falcons Rise to the ChallengeStudents Shine at Annual 
Falcon Showcase When Governor Dewine ordered that all Ohio schools close due 

to the Coronavirus pandemic, Firelands teachers and staff rose to 
the challenge. The district was already using Google Classroom and 
other technology, but this was the first time it needed to be used for 
all instruction. Another challenge was providing meals for students 
who were used to eating breakfast and lunch at the schools.

The FirelandsSchools.org website has information for parents 
and staff that is updated frequently from Superintendent Mike 
Von Gunten. On the front page of the site, the Parent tab can be 
accessed and parents can find technology support, educational 
support, and information regarding Grab & Go Meal Bags for 
breakfast and lunch.

Although the school buildings are closed, the district staff and 
administrators are working from home, and working harder than 
normal to ensure that all of our students are getting the education 
and support they need during this unprecented global health crisis. 
We appreciate the outpouring of support from everyone in the 
community that makes our Falcon family strong.  
Mr. Goldberg’s 1st Graders Prep for Closure

     Many thanks to all who made the Falcon Showcase an excellent 
event. This annual event gives our students an opportunity to 
present what they have accomplished in a specific area. It also is an 
introduction to curriculum and offerings that students and parents 
might not be aware of. Technology classes and clubs continue to be 
a large draw. (Photos continued on page 2)

To prepare for home learning, Mr. G’s 1st grade class sorted 
and organized materials together in order to be proactive and 
positive about the unexpected situation. The class had a discussion 
about activities they were going to be doing at home. Mr. G gave 
instructions about the work they were going to be doing and some of 
the new items they were taking home. As always, the 1st graders at 
Firelands approached this activity with enthusiasm and energy!
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Mr. Goldberg’s class (from page 1) Falcon Showcase (from page 1)

Firelands Elementary School News & Updates
Please note: The FirelandsSchools.org 
website has great resources for you. Click on 
the elementary school page for a special video 
message from Mrs. Valerie Schuster, School 
Counselor. She can be a great resource for 
children struggling with our current situation. 
https://www.firelandsschools.org/
firelandselementaryschool_home.aspx

Fun Run Rewards
Due to the success of the 

Fun Run, the top class in each 
grade level was rewarded with 
a cup of hot chocolate during 
their lunch time on February 20. 
PTG helped prepare and serve 
the students with Mrs. Choe and 
Mrs. Groboske. 

All students in the building 
were also granted an opportunity 
to put a piece of duct tape on 
Mrs. Choe or Mrs. Groboske. 
Due to their efforts, both 
principals were successfully 
taped to the wall for them to see. 

Again, PTG members were also 
available to help with this event. 
There were many laughs and 
smiles during the fun activity. 

Third and Fourth Grade 
Spelling Bee

On Thursday, March 
12th, twenty-four 3rd and 4th 
graders competed in Firelands 
Elementary School’s Spelling 
Bee. Excited students showed 
their amazing skills through 5 
spellbinding rounds! 

Congratulations to the 
Winner, third grader Regan 
Viock! We are just as proud 
of our other finalists who are: 
second place, Scott Grills (third 
grade); third place, Mia Lykins 
(fourth grade); fourth Place, 

Julia Widener (third grade), and 
fifth place, Natalie Smith (fourth 
grade). The top 4 students will 
go to the County Spelling Bee.  
Congratulations to all on on a job 
well done!

Falcon Bucks
Students continued to earn 

and spend Falcon Bucks at 
FES. We celebrated Spirit 
Days as planned by students. 
These included a Western Day 
and some Pajama Days. The 
students enjoy these days. We 
also had multiple students use 
Falcon Bucks to showcase 
themselves in one of the FES 
display cases. This is a great 
way to spend Falcon Bucks 
for our students. Many also 
continued to purchase entrance 
into the Falcon Nest during their 
lunch!

During the month of 
February, we also had a variety 
of raffles that students could 
enter using their Falcon Bucks. 
Congratulations to the following 
students that won those raffles! 
Zack Spangler and Sofia 
Aunspaw won Student Game 
passes, Grady Saylor won the 
signed Varsity Boys basketball, 
Nyla Campbell won the Firelands 
Falcons baseball cap, and 
Merrina Bookmyer won Falcon 
Wear. 

Parent Teacher Group
Firelands Elementary School 

is lucky to have a valuable 

Parent Teacher Group. This 
group of parents works hard 
to provide needed items to our 
staff and building. They also 
plan and fund many activities 
for  students. Please consider 
being a part of this volunteer 
group. You can find out more on 
Facebook (Firelands Elementary 
School PTG) or on Twitter (@
FESPTG). Their next meeting 
will be posted on these sites. 
Please know that the pie 
fundraiser was cancelled due to 
the school closure. 

submitted by Laura Groboske 
FES Assistant Principal (pictured below)
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24 Game Tournament
Highlights FES Math Stars

Eight 4th and 5th grade math students competed on February 6th 
at the 24 Game Tournament sponsored by the Educational Service 
Center of Lorain County, against students from several area schools. 
The 24 Game is a number fluency game that combines speed 
and accuracy. After the semi-final rounds, fifth grader Ashton Lutz 
advanced to the final round, while Zachary Radman earned 1st place 
in the 4th grade consolation round!  

We were excited to share the field trip with 12 Firelands High 
School students who volunteered to serve as proctors at the 
tournament, many of whom had competed as elementary students! 

Congratulations to all students who worked hard for this 
accomplishment! Our semi-finalists included Aaron Powers, Mia 
Lykins, Zachary Radman, Cole Deitz, Colin Elkin, Ashton Lutz, Joey 
Battaglia, and Ian Anderson. 

Food Service News:
Meals Still Available

Firelands nutrition staff is 
providing meals during the 
extended closure. For those that 
qualify for free or reduced meals, 
you can receive free meals 
during this closure. 

You must fill out the 
Google survey so we can plan 
accordingly. You only need to fill 
out 1 survey per family which will 
allow you to receive free meals 
for the remainder of the closure. 
Go to the food service tab to 
complete the survey. 

Here is a direct link to the 
survey: https://tinyurl.com/
txrwnye

School food service depends 
on meal reimbursements to 
stay solvent. The food service 
department is self-sustaining and 
does not use from the general 
fund. For each meal sold the 
food service department gets 

a federal reimbursement per 
meal sold, even during the 
closure. We encourage you 
to fill out the survey and take 
advantage of the meals offered.  

Meals are being dispersed 
on Tuesday’s from 11-1 and 
5:30-6:30. Pick up is at Firelands 
Elementary School. Enter 
the drive by the main doors 
of Firelands High School and 
pull around to the bus garage, 
then to the Elementary School.  
Please stay in your vehicle and 
we will come to you. You must 
provide your child’s name to pick 
up the meals. We will provide 
5 breakfast / 5 lunches each 
Tuesday.     

Questions? Please contact 
Judy Baumann, Food Service 
Director, 440-965-5821 ext 
1011 or email jbaumann@
firelandsschools.org.

Firelands Band Boosters 
normally meet on the third 
Tuesday of every month at 
7:00 p.m. in the high school 
band room. Our mission is to 
provide support for the Firelands 
Instrumental Music Program at 
all three schools in the district.

In person meetings are 
postponed until further notice. 
The Boosters are looking into 
alternative, digital meeting 
forums that will allow us 
to continue to serve the 

https://www.firelandsschools.org/
FoodService.aspx

instrumental music department 
and students. Thank you for your 
understanding! 

The dates for our general 
memberships meetings for the 
2019-2020 school year are as 
follows: April 21, 2020, May 19, 
2020, and June 16, 2020. There 
is no meeting in July. Enjoy your 
summer!

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email us at 
firelandsbandboosters@gmail.
com.
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Carnaval Celebrated by FHS French & Spanish Students

Pitchfork Pals Elect New 4-H Officers
To kick off the 2020 fair season the Pitchfork Pals 4-H group met 
on January 19. The club welcomed back old members and many 
new members with a potluck dinner. It was decided that new officers 
would be elected at the February 16th meeting. The new officers are 

On February 19, 2020, the French III and Spanish III/IV classes 
celebrated Carnaval at FHS. Students made and wore culturally 
relevant masks and costumes. They also prepared and tasted 
cultural dishes from various French and Spanish speaking regions 
around the world. The students voted to determine the best masks 

or costumes in three categories: Best Spanish Student Costume, 
Best French Student Costume and Best Overall Costume. The entire 
group took a picture in their costumes and the smaller group picture 
shows the winners of the costume contest. Much fun was had by all! 
Vive le Carnaval!! ¡Viva el Carnaval!

Hattie Born, President; Audrey Smith, Vice President; Ethan Hozal-
ski, Secretary; Patrick Finnegan, Treasurer; Alyssa Cornwell, Health 
and Safety; Pierce Finnegan, Recreation; Logan Cain, Historian; and 
Natalie Smith and Lauryn Cain, News Reporters. 

Kevin’s Kindness Project
South Amherst Middle 

School students are missing 
their classmate Kevin Conry, 
but they and all of us have 
an opportunity to honor his 
memory by participating in 
Kevin’s Kindness Project. This 
movement was started by his 
friends who wanted to find a way 
to remember him.

They started a Facebook 
page and created business cards 
to spread the word. Everyone is 
encouraged to post their acts of 
kindess on the page to continue 
to spread goodwill. 

The cards were passed out 
to all students in the Firelands 
Local School District. Local 
business also received them 

and agreed to make them 
available for customers. 

To share your acts of 
kindess, visit Facebook 
and find “Kevin’s Kindness 
Project” or search 
#KevinsKindnessProject. 
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Freshman Ethan Boggs is 
one of three ninth grade finalists 
for the Maltz Museum’s “Stop 
the Hate” essay competition. He 
wrote his winning essay as an 
assignment for Honors English 

Ethan Boggs Earns Finalist
Spot in Essay Contest

Firelands High School News
Note: Principal Bob Maver 
has been keeping parents 
updated regarding the shutdown 
through regular emails. If you 
are not receiving the emails or 
have questions, please send 
him a message at rmaver@
firelandsschools.org.

CAREER FAIR A BIG HIT
The FHS Student Services 

Department, led by Dr. Zimmer, 
hosted a very successful and 
well attended first annual Career 
Readiness Fair for students and 
parents on February 20th. With 
twenty local employers FHS 
students, parents and community 
members were able to see 
what was out in the community 
in regard to job opportunities.  
Congratulations to Dr. Zimmer 
and Ms. Cozza on a job well 
done, as we are already looking 
forward to next year’s fair. 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATES
Students who are having 

any problems with their internet 

access to Google Classroom or 
any other platform being used 
by FHS need to email rmaver@
firelandsschools.org. The 
Firelands Technology staff led by 
Amy Matotek are working hard 
to make sure everyone is online 
and doing their work.

EXPECTATIONS FOR 
STUDENTS

Mr. Maver recommends 
that students make a schedule 
for themselves and stick to it 
as if they were in the building. 
All assigned work must be 
completed. 

He encouraged students 
to stay positive and keep their 
heads up during this strange 
time. Mr. Maver also reminded 
students not to post anything 
online that would violate school 
rules.

Finally, he reiterated that 
anyone can reach out to him 
by email for help at rmaver@
firelandsschools.org.

One. He will find out if he is the 
winner of the $500 prize at a 
ceremony later this spring.

Each year, approximately two 
to three thousand submissions 
from students in 6th to 12th 
grade attending schools in 12 
counties in Northeast Ohio 
are received. The essays are 
scored according to a matrix by 
hundreds of volunteer readers 
to determine the twenty-five top 
finalists. Students and schools 
are annually awarded $100,000 
in scholarships and prizes. The 
contest, now in its 12th year, has 
engaged over 30,000 students 
and provided over 1 million 
dollars in awards, made possible 
through the generosity of a donor 
and the support of sponsors.

SAMS Students in Lorain Co. 
Middle School Honors Choir 
These SAMS students had a great time at the Lorain County 

Honors Choir Festival! The students learned 5 songs in 2 days with 
a guest clinician and then performed at Keystone High School for 
parents and relatives. (Submitted by director Wendy Johnson)

The next monthly Choir Booster Meeting 
is scheduled for April 21 at 6:30 p.m. New 
members are always welcome!

All meetings are held in the Library at 
FHS. Please join in our fun as we plan for our 
choir students. For more information, contact 
Sheila Iwanek at 440-315-5731.

Nathan Doane listens to his teacher, Mrs. Andorka, read 
Charlotte’s Web at the beginning of the pandemic school closure. 
His sister Addisyn works in the background. 
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SAMS Robotics Teams Excel at 
State Championship

Congratulations to the SAMS 
robotics teams, Botty Builders 
and Cutting Edge Metal for their 
amazing performances at the 
2020 Ohio Middle School State 
Championship on March 6th. 
Out of 50 teams from all over 
Ohio they qualified 15th & 16th 
advancing them to the final 
tournament of the competition 
where they narrowly missed 
an invitation to the World 
Championships by two rounds.

However, our Botty Builders 
team received the CREATE 
AWARD at the competition for 
having a well-crafted, unique 
engineering design solution, 
which demonstrates creative 

thinking. This season’s teams 
consisted of:

Trenton Jones
Xavier Harper
Joe Montgomery
Asher Widener
Ben Blatt
Nathan Ludwig
Tyler Rush
Hayden Lutz
Aubrey West
Haylee Shick
Jordyn Simpson
Audrey Smith
Addison Beal

Awesome job everyone!
submitted by Chuck Latto

SAMS Robotics Advisor 

Firelands FFA members 
submitted application and officer 
books for evaluation in January. 
Applications were evaluated 
at pre-evaluation, regional, 
and state evaluation. National 
level applications will move on 
to national evaluation in June. 
Firelands submitted all three 
officer books, three American 
Degrees, six State Degrees, and 
11 Proficiency Awards. 

Agricultural Proficiency 
Awards honor FFA members 
who, through Supervised 
Agricultural Experience, have 
developed specialized skills 
that they can apply toward 
their future careers. Nationally, 
students can compete for awards 
in nearly 50 areas ranging from 
agricultural communications to 
wildlife management. Proficiency 
awards are also recognized 
at local and state levels and 
provide recognition to members 
that are exploring and becoming 
established in agricultural career 
pathways.

Zachary Born applied in the 
areas of Agricultural Mechanics 
Repair Placement (2nd in district), 
Beef Production Placement 
(1st in district), Diversified Crop 
Production Placement (2nd in 
district), and Forage Placement 
(1st in district). Zach is top-four-
in-state finalist for Diversified 
Agricultural Production 
Placement, Oil Crop Placement, 
and Grain Placement. He will 
interview for final placing at Ohio 

FFA Convention. 
Kaleb Carver applied 

for proficiency in Outdoor 
Recreation Placement and 
earned 2nd in district. Steven 
Jessel was 3rd in district for 
Outdoor Recreation Placement. 

Keith Cornwell was first 
in the district for Landscape 
Management. 

Katelyn Konicek earned 1st 
in district and is a top-four-in-
state finalist for Equine Science 
Placement. She will also 
interview for final placing at state 
convention. 

Zach Born, Sean Miller, and 
Morgan Nance all submitted 
American Degree Applications 
and all applications are being 
forwarded to national evaluation. 
As the highest degree achievable 
in the National FFA Organization, 
the American FFA Degree shows 
an FFA member’s dedication 
to his or her chapter and state 
FFA association. It demonstrates 
the effort FFA members 
apply toward their supervised 
agricultural experience and the 
outstanding leadership abilities 
and community involvement 
they exhibited through their FFA 
career. Only about 0.5% of FFA 
members will achieve this award. 

Kaleb Carver, Chance 
Coultrip, Donald Crawford, 
Kelsey Hardwick, Steven Jessel, 
and Katelyn Konicek will all earn 
their State FFA Degrees.

continued on page 8 

FFA State Evaluation Results

Connecting Online with Firelands Local School District

Like us on Facebook at: 
The Firelands Falcons. Utilize 
information at your leisure. You 
will also find other local groups 
that may be helpful.

https://www.facebook.com/
TheFirelandsFalcons/

The Blog is designed to share 
information that can cross any 
building or age level quickly. 
Submit your email address on 
the blog page: https://ffalcons.
wordpress.com/

Superintendent Mike Von Gunten 
@FLSDSuper

Public Relations, Jen Butchko
@Falcon_update

& many more on page 11

Sign up for our weekly updates 
delivered right to your inbox and text 
messages with important updates such 
as school delays or cancellations.

https://www.firelandsschools.org/
protected/PublicUserLogin.aspx
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Mrs. Jaskiewicz’s Class Reports on Poverty

FFA Cleans Up Community & 
Helps Ronald McDonald House

Firelands FFA is currently 
leading the state-wide 
competition! Help us and help 
Ronald McDonald House 
Charities by sharing this 
information & by promoting 
donations! 

Get rid of those old, unused 
vehicles and farm equipment 
while benefitting Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 
(RMHC). Through April 24, 2020, 
Ohio FFA chapters are ridding 
their communities of unneeded 
vehicles and farm equipment. 
At no cost to you or your local 
FFA chapter, RMHC will pick up 
the vehicle or farm equipment 
and tow it to the nearest auction 
location. This program is made 
possible by Telhio Credit Union.

Through April 24, 2020, Ohio 
FFA Chapters will work with their 

local communities to get vehicles 
donated. At no cost to the FFA 
chapter or community member 
contributing the vehicle, RMHC 
will pick up the donated vehicle 
or equipment.

Community members 
interested in donating a vehicle 
or equipment can do so via 
phone using the program-
specific number: 800-332-
8201 (use code #OH0088 for 
Firelands).

Each donation will be 
tracked to the chapter using the 
chapter’s unique identification 
number. Firelands code is 
#OH0088! This spring, Telhio 
Credit Union and the Ohio FFA 
Foundation will award $10,000 
to the Ohio FFA chapter with the 
most vehicles donated!

submitted by Shanna Finnegan

Helping Hungry People in Poverty
By Room 26 FIRE, Second Grade FES
Mrs. Jaskiewicz’s fire class is a fire class that does different 

things. First of all, I am telling you what we’ve learned about 
poverty. There are more than 1.3 billion people living in poverty 
and half of them are kids without food and water.  We learned this 
at dosomething.org.  People are dying every second from poverty.  
Poverty means people who are poor.  Poverty is a bad thing for 
people and our Earth. 11 million kids struggle with hunger in the 
United States says Feeding America. UNICEF says 22,000 kids die 
each day from poverty a Day. That is sad. Can you imagine that?

Now we’ll tell what everyone is doing in this fire class. Okay 
let’s get started.  Molly and Lauren are working on a book. Lauren 
learned more than 37 million people in America struggle with hunger 
from Feeding America. Madison and Adyson learned helping the 
climate means recycling, reusing, and reducing. They’re making 
a slideshow. Justin learned if we didn’t have trees we would die 
because we breathe out carbon dioxide and carbon dioxide is bad 
for humans but trees can take it. Troy found out 9.7% of children are 
poor. Gunner and  Grady are working on a poster. They are going 
to hang it in the hallway so other students can see it.  Let’s move on 
to Zoe and Evelyn, they are working on a speech for poverty. They 
are making bracelets so they could remind kindergartners to help. 
Dominic and Finn are working on a video about homeless people.  
Lilly and Ian are working on a slideshow about good jobs. 

 A way to stop poverty is by donating and buying food and water 
to donate says lilah and Keira. Juliana and Isabelle, Ava and Halle 
worked hard on this project. Can you please help? It can help the 
earth change. 

      We want to try to get rid of hunger. Thank you if you 
helped by sending in macaroni and cheese on March 19th to Mrs. 
Jaskiewicz’s Fire class for our food drive.
Express Note: We’re sorry the Food Drive was postponed and look forward to 
promoting it at a later date! Well done, class!

Express Note: The Community Clunker Cleanup was still going on when we went 
to press. Please call the above number for more information.
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Continued from page 6
The State FFA Degree is the 

second highest degree that can 
be achieved as an FFA member. 
This step in the FFA Degree 
system encourages students 
to grow and achieve personally 
toward establishing themselves 
in an agricultural career. 
Students had to meet minimum 
standards to apply. Only about 
2.5% of FFA members will earn 
a state degree. They will get the 
award at Ohio FFA Convention. 

Finally, the Firelands FFA 

FFA State Evaluation Results
submitted the three officer books 
that are evaluated at the state 
level. Kelsey Hardwick-secretary, 
Katelyn Konicek-treasurer, Taylor 
Kenska-reporter, all earned the 
highest award of gold rating. 
They will get their gold officer 
awards at Ohio FFA Convention.

Congratulations to our FFA 
members that have gone above 
and beyond to achieve and 
represent the chapter. 

submitted by Shanna Finnegan
FHS Agricultural Educator

& FFA Advisor

Katelyn works at Sommers Horse Farm where she serves as a 
general farm hand caring for horses and donkeys. She is top-four-in-
state for Equine Proficiency Placement. Below, Zach works at James 
Born Farm where he cares for machinery and helps in their grain and 
beef operation. He is top-four-in-state for Diversified Ag Production 
Placement, Oil Crop Placement, and Grain Crop Placement.

To all of my Falcon Families 
that are navigating this difficult 
time, I wanted to send a letter of 
encouragement as we find ways 
to persevere and look to a future 
that contains some normalcy. 

As I write this letter I am 
optimistic that some form 
of spring sports will take 
place in 2020. The OHSAA 
Commissioner, nor the Governor, 
have closed that window as 
of yet.  That being said I want 
all of the current, former and 
future Falcons to take time to 
truly appreciate the opportunity 
to put on the red and white, 
representing Firelands. I love 
watching all of my Falcons 
compete on game day, but 
in some strange way prefer 
watching each of you prepare 
during practices and in the 
weight room.

The building process has 
always been the most enjoyable 
part for me as I help each of you 
find your way during your middle 
school and high school years. 
I love to marvel in the “finished 
product” during your senior 
year as I have watched you 
grow socially, academically and 
athletically. It is like nothing else. 
It fills my heart with joy when I 
see you accomplish a goal that 
you set for yourself years prior. It 
is by far the most rewarding part 
of my job.  

As I think that I may not get to 
see Payton stand on top of that 
podium I am saddened, but not 
in comparison to what he or his 
family feels. It makes it easier for 

me to think of his journey and the 
kind of man he has become and 
the kind of husband and father 
he will certainly be. That is how 
true champions are crowned and 
I look forward to that day when 
I see him stand at the alter with 
his future wife. 

As for my spring sport 
athletes, let’s keep hope alive 
and remember that if we all 
do our small part of social 
distancing and staying home 
we are giving ourselves a better 
chance to take the field or the 
track one last time as a Falcon.  

Thank you Falcons for all 
of you have done for Firelands 
over the past 4 years. There is 
no other thing that I would rather 
see than to see you smile one 
last time in the red and white. 

Stay Well,
Ty Stillman
Firelands Local Schools
Athletic Director

Athletic Director Reaches Out:
A Letter From Ty Stillman

Ty Stillman, Athletic Director

Follow Mr. Stillman on Twitter at @FirelandsFalcon
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Firelands Sixth Grader Earns 
Ohio 4-H Horse All Star Award

On January 25, at the Ohio 
4-H Center, 22 youth from Ohio 
were awarded the Ohio 4-H 
Horse All Star Award. This award 
is presented to 4-H members 
age 9-18 that have completed 
all eight state horse 4-H events. 
Callie Finnegan, a sixth grader 
at South Amherst Middle School, 
was the youngest State All 
Star this year and one of the 
youngest, perhaps the youngest, 
to ever win the award according 
to staff at in the Ohio 4-H Horse 
Program. 

Callie competed in the state 
Horse Bowl last April. In June 
she competed in Ohio 4-H 
Hippology and Horse Judging 
where her team earned 3rd 
overall in judging and 9th in 
Hippology. Callie individually 
was 7th in judging for the contest, 
10th in oral reasons, and 7th in 
performance judge. 

In the State Horse 
Communications project, Callie 
earned 5th overall for junior 
competitors. She showed her 

horse Cinnamon at state fair and 
earned 5th for in-hand trail, 9th in 
9-18 showmanship, and 10th in 
reinsmanship.

At the Ohio State Fair Horse 
Skillathon, Callie earned 3rd for 
10 year olds. 

Callie competed at the State 
Groom and Clean contest and 
her team earned 9th overall in the 
senior division. 

She finished her eighth 
activity when she rode her horse, 
Sunny, at the State Competitive 
Trail Ride. 

At the award ceremony 
Callie earned a softshell jacket, 
certificate, and a trophy donated 
by Quarter Horse Congress. 

Callie is one of three 
recipients from Lorain County. 
Callie is a member of the Four 
Leaf Clovers 4-H Club where her 
horse advisors are Ruth Davis 
and Heather Croushore.

submitted by Shanna Finnegan
FHS Agricultural Educator

& FFA Advisor

On Thursday, March 12th, twenty-four 3rd and 4th graders 
competed in Firelands Elementary School’s Spelling Bee. Excited 
students showed their amazing skills through 5 spellbinding rounds! 

Congratulations to the Winner, third grader Regan Viock! We 
are just as proud of our other finalists who are: second place, Scott 
Grills (third grade); third place, Mia Lykins (fourth grade); fourth 
Place, Julia Widener (third grade), and fifth place, Natalie Smith 
(fourth grade). The top 4 students will go to the County Spelling Bee.  
Congratulations to all on on a job well done!

FES Spelling Bee Champs

SAMS Principal Updates 
Middle School Families

Hello families!!
Thank you again for your 

patience and willingness to take 
on yet another role at home 
during this trying time for all. 

Our teachers have settled 
in and are making daily 
adjustments to find the right 
balance. We want to maintain 
our high standards while 
understanding that the world has 
changed for now. Do not hesitate 
to reach out to your child’s 
teacher or to me if you run into 
any issues. Please start with the 
teacher. I am happy to facilitate 
any questions or concerns. 

The teachers have office 
hours and are available to chat 
daily. I will have office hours as 
soon as I am able to upload all of 
our students.  

Stay well and we look forward 
to the day we can have all of 
our students back with us in our 
classrooms. 

Cara M. Gomez
SAMS Principal 

Cara Gomez, SAMS Principal
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Deichler’s
T i r e  &  S e r v i c e  C e n t e r

 South Amherst          440-986-9701         www.deichlersofamherst.com

$100 Gift Certificate

Full Service Auto Repair and Maintenance

Teachers Sharpen Distance Learning Skills
As part of our distance 

learning plan, Firelands 
educators participated in 
professional development 
specific to online instruction. 

While students have been 
assigned Google Classrooms, 
the district wanted to enhance 
the communication options and 
as a result they added Zoom. 

Zoom is a video conferencing 
tool that teachers can use to 
record lessons, hold one-on-
one conferences or upload 
prerecorded lessons. 

If your child has watched a 
video lesson it was created in 
Zoom.
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Brother’s Chevrolet
46767 St. Rt. 18 W.

Wellington, OH 44090

Aaron Dunn, Sales Manager
www.brotherschevy.com

adunn@brotherschevy.com
Cell (440) 666-6253

(440) 647-5381
(800) 322-5381

Fax (440) 647-6354

Firelands Blog

You are invited to follow 
The Firelands Blog. The 

Blog is designed to share 
information that can cross any 
building or age level quickly. 
The blog shares information 

for all of the groups that 
make FLSD a great place! 

Submit your email address to 
customize your blog.

ffalcons.wordpress.com

Lorain Co. Public 
Health is here to 

assist you!
Trained counselors from 

Lorain County Public Health 
are ready to talk with you about 
anxiety related to COVID-19.

Call 1-800-985-5990 or text 
TalkWithUs to 66746. People 
with deafness or hearling loss 
can use their preferred relay 
service to call 1-800-985-5990. 
For more great information, 
please visit loraincountyhealth.
com.

Superintendent Mike Von Gunten 
@FLSDSuper

Public Relations, Jen Butchko
@Falcon_update

Athletic Director, Mr. Ty Stillman 
@Firelandsfalcon

Mr. Maver, FHS Principal
@FHSFalcnPrin 

Ms. Keener, FHS Asst. Principal
@MrsKeenerFHS

Mrs. Gomez, SAMS Principal 
@SAMSPrincipal

Mrs. Choe, FES Principal 
@FES_Choe

Mrs. Groboske, FES Asst. 
Principal 

@GroboskeLaura

Mr. Sayler, FLSD Transportation 
@Firelandstrans

Mrs. Baumann/Food Service 
@FLSDFoodService

The Firelands Express is 
published 9 times each school 
year by the Firelands Board of 

Education. 
The Board of Education can 

be reached at: 112 North Lake 
Street, South Amherst, OH  

44001. Main Office: 440-965-
5821; Treasurer’s Office: 440-

965-5701.



T H E  F I R E L A N D S  E X P R E S S
Henrietta United Methodist Church

www.henriettaumc.org
“Pray for Our

Children & Our Nation”
52148 S. R. 113 (Telegraph Rd.)

440-965-2400
Worship Services:

9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.

HOLKENBORG
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

9513 U.S. Hwy. 250 N.
Milan  OH  44846

(419) 626-6640
Toys, Clothing, Gifts, 

Tractors, Mowers, Gators

“Your John Deere Destination”
Authorized John Deere Dealer

the nest 
family restaurant

OPEN DAILY
6:00 AM - 2:30 PM

3701 LIBERTY
VERMILION

(440) 967-3763

                 Matthew A. Stempowski
                FIRELANDS GRAD 1989
               New Patients Welcome!

GENERAL FAMILY DENTISTRY
Early morning & evening appts.

(440)233-4155
1936 Cooper Foster Park Rd. W

Lorain  OH  44053

12220 Gore-Orphanage Rd.

Wakeman, Ohio

Phone:  440/965-4660

Jane Bradford-Battig, D.V.M.

Leonard R. Battig, D.V.M.

Call C & T’s RENTAL
440-985-9334 * Dennis Stock

440-670-4096 * Mike
Chairs, Tables & Tents

for Every Occasion!
Lowest Prices Guaranteed!

CHAIRS: .50 CENTS A CHAIR; 
TABLES: $5 EACH

TENTS: 20x20 = $50, 20x30 = $75, 20x40 = $100
Tent Set Up Available $40

Package: 20 x 20 Tent, 64 Chairs, 8 Tables & 2 
sides for Tent for $125

THANK YOU ADVERTISERS!
For info on advertising, 

call 440-965-5821

WHY CONTINUE 
TO PAY RENT?

Copyright©2020 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore 
Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. All 
rights reserved. FW253372

LAURA CAMPBELL
Mortgage Loan Officer  |  NMLS #639487

Mobile: 440-225-0002
laura.campbell@fairwaymc.com
www.loanswithlaura.com 
315 N. Leavitt Road, Suite 1  |  Amherst, OH 44001


