
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 3rd the residents of the Firelands 

Local School District will have the opportunity to 

vote on a new, joined 6-8 and 9-12 building.  On 

behalf of the Board of Education, I would like to 

thank all those that participated in the Building 

Advisory Committee and to the greater commu-

nity for taking time to learn about our opportuni-

ty.  As Election Day will be quickly upon us, 

please consider the following items: 

QUICK FACTS RELATED TO THE BOND ISSUE 

¶ Please remember to vote.  Election Day is November 3rd with polls open 

from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm. 

¶ The project calls for a new joined 6-8 and 9-12 building.  In addition, a 

field house for student and community use, along with upgrades to our 

waste water treatment facility are included as part of the bond issue. 

¶ At no cost to the district, a facilities assessment was completed at each of 

our buildings.  Based on these assessments, both South Amherst Middle 

School and Firelands High School were found to be beyond repair and 

were recommended to be replaced. 

¶ The timeline to complete the project is expected to take three years.  This 

includes one year for design and approximately two years for construc-

tion.  With passage this November, the building will be open for the 

2019-2020 school year. 

¶ Our district, through partnership with the Ohio Facilities Construction 

Commission, will receive $6,238,379 from the State of Ohio.  The local 

share of the project is $29,461,285. 

¶ The bond issue is for 5.7 mills for a period of 36 years.  Included in the 

5.7 mill bond issue is a .5 mill permanent improvement levy (required by 

law) that can only be used towards the maintenance of the new facility. 

¶ District finances are stable and we do not expect to be on the ballot for a 

new operating levy until after 2020. 

¶ Please visit the county auditorôs website to determine their assessed  

¶  

 

 

 

value of your home.  A home with an assessed value of $100,000 will 

cost the homeowner $17.00 per month.  

 

¶ Waiting any longer to address our facility needs will cost our district and 

our taxpayers more.  Over the last several years our district has seen the 

State contribution amount continue to decrease.  In addition, as our 

buildings continue to age, more resources will need to be diverted away 

from instructional programs in order to address the cost of maintaining 

our facilities. 

In closing, as a graduate and lifelong resident, I recognize the significance 

of both buildings to their respective communities.  As Mrs. Anne Callahan 

wrote in her letter to the community, ñWe, from our most humble one room 

schoolhouse beginning to our current three buildings, have a belief that ed-

ucation is the most precious gift we can give to children, and are willing to 

invest to that end.ò   As residents of the Firelands Local School District, 

now is your opportunity to make an investment.  

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE? 

To learn more about our project and to take a tour of our current middle 

school, please join us for our final community meeting at South Amherst 

Middle School on Thursday, October 29th at 6:30 pm. 

On the web at: www.yesforfirelandsschools.com 

Email:  yesforFirelandschools1@gmail.com 

Twitter:  @YesforFirelands 

Phone:  Contact Mike Von Gunten, Superintendent or Brad McCracken, 

Treasurer at 965.5821 
 

GO FALCONS! 
 

Mike Von Gunten 

Superintendent 

FHS Class of 1995 

mvongunten@firelandsschools.org  
@FLSDSuper 

The Communities we serve:  Amherst, Amherst Twp, Birmingham, Brownhelm Twp, Camden Twp, Florence 

Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton Village, New Russia Twp, South Amherst Village, Vermilion and Vermilion Twp. 
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Report Cards will be mailed out the week of  November 9th 

SENIORS PLANNING FOR THEIR FUTURES 

Mrs. Zimmer &  Mrs. Anderle (College Now Rep.) have been working with 

seniors utilizing our new college readiness program Family Connections Navi-

ance planning for  post-secondary transitions.  The information obtained will be 

used to fill out college applications and scholarship applications.   

                       ACT                                                       SAT 
          www.actstudent.org/start                                www.collegeboard.org. 

Upcoming test date: December 12th              Upcoming test date: Dec. 5th 
            Register by: Nov. 6th                                   Register by: Nov. 5th 
 

 
 

REMINDER TO COLLEGE-BOUND SENIORS:  
The college application process has started.  Please continue to utilize our new 

college and career readiness program Family Connections-Naviance. Always 

remember to keep in constant communication with the guidance department and 

utilize our resources throughout this college application process.  

 
 

COLLEGES SCHEDULED TO VISIT FIRELANDS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Ohio Northern University ééééééé....Tuesday, October 20       8:00 a.m. 
Youngstown State Universityéééééé..Tuesday, October 20        9:00 a.m. 
Ashland University ééééééééééé..Tuesday, October 20       9:50 a.m. 
Baldwin Wallace University éééééé...Tuesday, October 20     10:40 a.m. 
University of Findlayééééééééé....Tuesday, November 3    9:00 a.m. 
Kent State Universityééééééééé.. Tuesday,  November 10 8:00 a.m. 
 

 
FINANCIAL AID NIGHT 

The Financial Aid Night will be November 10th in the High School Library at 
6:30 p.m.  Angela Lee from Lorain County Community Foundations will be 

presenting. 
 

 
COLLEGE AND CAREER READY FALCONS 

 

The Guidance Department has recently introduced a new web-based college and 

career readiness program known Family Connections-Naviance. This program 

contains career inventories,college comparison/research, and college application 

tracking. The Seniors and Freshmen have been newly introduced to the program 

and instructed on how to login to utilize these features. The Guidance Depart-

ment will be introducing the program to our Sophomores and Juniors in early 

December. This will enhance the college and career mindset throughout the dis-

trict.  

STAY INFORMED AS SOON AS INFORMATION IS POSTED 
 
The best way to stay informed is by subscribing to the Firelands High School 

Guidance Page and the Scholarship Page.  You can subscribe by going to 

www.firelandsschools.org and clicking on Firelands High School > click Guid-

ance >click subscribe.  

On the Guidance website you can access information on Financial Aid and Col-

lege/Scholarships.  Click resources> subscribe. 

  

 

Original colored pencil illustrations by junior Sarah 

Slack and freshmen Zach Baldwin and Cora Born 

have been honored with selection in the 2016 Lorain 

Co. Solid Waste Mgmt. District Calendar. The 

LCSWMD invites all area students in grades 1-12 to 

compete with illustrations that promote the cause 

ñreduce, reuse, recycleò. Their work was selected 

from a field of 1,381 submissions this year. Find Sa-

rahôs work for September, Coraôs work for October 

and Zachôs work for December in the beautifully 

published calendars.  Sarah Slack with her 

September entry 

Portrait of Dan Klesta by Ian 

Valerius, oil pastel 

Buster by Morgan Edwards,  

oil pastel 

Zentangle Mandala in Blue by Faith Rico, 

colored pencil 

 

Still Life in Hatching by Grace Habeck, 

colored pencil 

http://www.actstudent.org/start
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.firelandsschools.org

