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See the summary reports of school programs, building events, and 

test scores  from the previous school year (pages 3-5) 

       The Ohio Dept. of Education recently released the District Report Cards for all Ohio 

school districts and for the first time ever the Firelands Local Schools received an 

ñExcellentò rating. By posting a Performance Index of 101.1, the District met the stateôs 

standard for an Excellent rating. Same as last year, the district exceeded the state standard in 

24 of 26 indicators. But our Performance Index increased because of the high number of 

students achieving at the Advanced and Accelerated levels on the state tests.  The district 

exceeded the stateôs averages in every category. 

       The district met the ñValue-Addedò measure. This means that the average student at 

Firelands gained an average of one yearôs academic growth over the past school year. The 

district also met ñAnnual Yearly Progressò, the standard established by ñNo Child Left Be-

hindò that looks at academic progress in reading and math by population sub-groups (ethnic, 

economic, disabled, etc.). Firelands was one of only 5 of 17 area school districts that met 

Value-Added and met AYP. 

       South Amherst Middle School earned the rating of ñExcellent with Distinctionò for hav-

ing a Performance Index over 100, meeting all of their indicators, and exceeding the value-

added standard. SAMS is the first Firelands school to earn this lofty designation. 

       For the 8th consecutive year, the High School earned a designation of ñExcellentò from 

the Ohio Dept. of Education.  The OGT Math score was the highest in the county and sur-

rounding area.  

       The elementaryôs rating was ñEffectiveò, meeting all indicators except 5th grade math 

and reading.  The third graders had the highest math passage rate in the state at 100% and 

lead the local area in reading with a passage rate of 98%. 

       Thanks to the hard work of our teachers, administration and especially our students, we 

have met our goal of becoming ñExcellentò. Our goal for this school year is to pass all 26 

indicators and improve our Performance Index score, thus maintaining our Excellent rating. 

The districtôs report card can be accessed from the school website. Each buildingôs individual 

report card is linked from each buildingôs webpage. 

New Board Office Location 
       The Board of Education Office will be moving to the former South Amherst Elementary 

Building on or about Oct. 1.  Henrietta Twp. will be taking ownership of the current Board 

Office building. The new address for the Board Office is:   

Firelands Board of Education 

112 N. Lake St. 

South Amherst, OH 44001 

The phone number will remain the same (440-965-5821). 

                         Facility and Technology Upgrades 
       One of our district goals in Vision 2015 last year was to ñAddress Current Facility 

Needs.ò We are committed to taking the very best of care of the facilities our community has 

entrusted to us. Because of the age of our buildings, several infrastructure improvements have 

been a priority. Below is a list of the projects and other special purchases that have been com-

pleted over the past few months.  

Over 34,000 square feet of roof resurfacing was completed on the elementary. 

The old windows at the high school and elementary were replaced. 

A new scoreboard was installed at the football stadium thanks largely to a donation from 

Coca-Cola. 

A new entrance arch was donated and is being installed at the stadium. 

A new informational sign was donated and is being installed in front of the HS. 

Two new refrigerators, one new freezer, and two new stoves were placed in the cooking 

lab at the HS, purchased with Career-Tech grant funds. 

VoAg has a new passenger van, purchased through Career-Tech grant funds. 

Enhanced a classroom at the HS to accommodate the Firelands Digital Academy. 

Refurbished Gym Floor at SAMS 

We have also been busy in the Technology Dept. over the summer. New installations 

include: 

12 New/Replacement Printers 

New phone system for SAMS and new Board Office 

30 new computers for the main lab at SAMS 

Office 2010 rollout on newer computers 

2 new network switches at SAMS 

5 new district Smartboards 

Teacher Voicemail integration at SAMS and FHS 

New ñGateway to Technology Computer Labò (Grant Funded) at SAMS 

       I am so proud of all we have accomplished over the past three years in serving the dis-

trict as your superintendent. We truly have one of the outstanding school districts in the area 

and state. Thank for your continued support as we continue to be Pursuing ñMaintaining  

Excellenceò!     

Go Falcons! 

Greg Ring  
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Boy Scout Troop 450 Assists North Ridgeville Troop Following Stolen Trailer 

September 2, 2011 - Birmingham, Ohio ï Earlier this spring Boy Scout Troop 153 

of North Ridgeville had itôs trailer stolen. Many in the greater northeast Ohio region 

came to their aide offering assistance so these boys could continue to enjoy the many 

leadership opportunities made available to scouts through outdoor activities.  Local-

ly, Boy Scout Troop 450 (Birmingham, OH) set a plan in motion to help as well. 

     While at the annual Boy Scout Camp in June, two collapsible picnic tables were 

presented to Troop 153.  ñEach table is made out of 1 sheet of plywood, durable, and 

perfect for storage,ò indicated Troop 450ôs senior patrol leader JJ Mooney.  He add-

ed, ñour boys took this project on as a way to help others in need.  Scouting and 

outdoor activities are a great way to leadership skills and we wanted to do our part to 

help the scouts from Troop 153 rebound from the recent theft of their trailer and 

camping supplies.ò Troop 450ôs scoutmaster Ray Lawlis added, ñwe could not think 

of a better setting than summer camp at the Firelands Scout Reservation for the 

presentation of these two picnic tables.ò  He added, ñthe Boy Scout slogan is óDo a 

good turn dailyô and Iôm proud that our boys were able to help Troop 153.ò   

               About Boy Scout Troop 450                      
Boy Scout Troop 450 is based in Birmingham, Ohio. It serves boys from the Firelands School District and the surrounding region starting at the 5th grade until they reach the age of 18.  

Troop 450 has 25 members and has been recognized with several scouting awards.  Troop 450 is also closely affiliated with Cub Scout Pack 435 which provides scouting opportunities 

for boys starting in the 1st grade. 

For further information, please contact BSA Troop 450:   Debby Schieve, News Coordinator, guys3@centurytel.net 

         James Hieb, Committee Chair, Tripp42@aol.com 

SAMS PTG NEWS 
 

The South Amherst Middle School PTG is coordinating two events right now and can use your 

help in any way. Though you may not see this in time, we are having our 2nd Annual SAMS 

Walk-A-Thon Fitness Fundraiser on Wednesday, Sept. 20th. All students are walking a route 

through South Amherst and those collecting pledges for the PTG will be given a small prize. All 

students are offered a drink during the route and an apple upon return to the school. As a thank 

you,  the classroom with the highest per student average pledges collected will earn a pizza party 

during their lunch period the following week. Itôs a fun way to stress fresh air and exercise as 

well as a simple way for us to raise funds for our yearôs activities. This is the first of our three  

fundraisers. If you would like to help during the walk or the pizza party or donate needed items, 

please call Marisa Tuggle at 740-802-5015.  

 

We are also currently putting together our 2nd Annual Fall Harvest of Prizes Raffle Calendar. 

This year, we moved it back one month making the sales in October for a November prize 

month to better coordinate all of the fundraisers in the middle school building. We are collect-

ing donations of either cash, merchandise or services right now from area business and other 

donors. We are also looking for coupons to be printed on the calendars to defray the cost of the 

raffle ticket for purchasers. If you have a business or can help get donations, please call Shari 

Wasem at 965-4552 or Heather Lipscomb at 965-4600. We can use help in lots of other ways 

too! We need willing individuals  to pick up donated items, create the calendar itself, help sell the 

calendar at the FHS tailgate party and distribute donations, etc. If you can help in anyway, please 

call one of the two PTG members listed earlier. 

 

The SAMS PTG will meet on a new night this year. Meetings are every 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 

p.m. in the middle school library. We need  everyoneôs input  to be successful so please come 

make suggestions, voice issues and help fulfill this yearôs plans and meet new goals. We are 

looking forward to doing whatever we can to help all our students and our school. We love 
SAMS! 

Boys Scouts from Troop 450 spend a June 

evening making two picnic tables for the 

North Ridgeville Troop 153. 

   Surrounded by boys from both troops, North   

    Ridgevilleôs Bill Price thanks Troop 450   

    Scoutmaster Ray Lawlis for the donation. 

Musical  

Moments MFMB  

First Annual Booster  
Craft Bazaar 

Saturday November 12th 

For table information 
please call Michele Jeffers 
at 986-5150 or Jane Battig 
at 965-4660.  There are still 

tables available!  Please 
come and support our  

students! 

Calendar of Events 

Sept. 29th -Alumni Practice 

Sept. 30�² Homecoming/Alumni Band                             

                  Performs 

October 8�² our home Parade of                                   

                     Bands 

October 9�² Wooly Bear Parade 

October 17�² Booster Meeting 

The band will be doing car 

washes every Sunday in 

September at Tuffy in 

Amherst from 11-3 pm.  

All proceeds to benefit  

transportation costs of the 

upcoming Disney trip. 

Please go to: 

www.mfmb.org  

for more information . 


